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1 Introduction 

1.1 Scope and purpose of the appraisal 

This appraisal has been undertaken to identify the potential landscape and visual effects of the 
proposed Northern Relief Road to inform the allocation process and the development of detailed 
proposals.  

The appraisal was carried out in 2014 and updated in 2018 to capture relevant changes to the 
landscape and visual baseline or development options and add any further clarifications considered 
necessary. 

The appraisal was further updated in June 2019 to capture the change in the approach taken in the 
County Durham Plan to the designation of Areas of Higher Landscape Value and to reflect the 
evidence base of the emerging Local List of Historic Parks, Gardens and Designed Landscapes of 
Local Interest (see 2019 Update: schedule of changes above). 

1.2 Methodology 

The appraisal is intended to meet the requirements of a Stage 2 Landscape Report described in the 
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Volume 11: Environmental Assessment (DOT 1991). It is not a 
full Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment which would be carried out as part of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment should a detailed proposal be brought forward.  It is nevertheless 
informed by the guidance set out in Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment : Third 
Edition (Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 2013). The 
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment (GLVIA) use slightly different methodologies for assessing landscape and visual effects. 
The approach and terminology of the more recent GLVIA have been generally used in this appraisal. 

The methodology used for the appraisal is given in Appendix 1. 

The appraisal focuses on a study area of 2km from the proposed route as being the area within 
which significant landscape and visual effects would be likely to occur. Some development options 
could potentially have visual effects beyond that distance. These would be unlikely to be significant 
in respect of landscape character and visual amenity but could affect the significance of heritage 
assets including Durham Castle and Cathedral World Heritage Site. These effects are assessed in a 
separate study: Heritage Assets Impact Assessment. 

2. Landscape and visual baseline 

2.1 Landscape character 

2.1.1 National Character Areas / County Character Areas 

The road corridor lies within National Character Area (NCA) 14, the Tyne and Wear Lowlands. NCAs 
are represented in the County Durham Landscape Character Assessment (CDLCA) (2008) by County 
Character Areas which are effectively those parts of NCAs lying within the County. 

National Character Area    County Character Area 

NCA 14 Tyne and Wear Lowlands         Wear Lowlands CCA 

The boundaries of County Character Areas are more precisely drawn than those of Countryside 
Character Areas as they are based on a more detailed level of assessment. The descriptions of 



County Character Areas given in the CDLCA differ in some respects from those of the larger NCAs as 
they refer to a more specific landscape.  CCA boundaries and descriptions (FOOTNOTE) are used for 
the purposes of this appraisal as they are more informative as to the character of the area. 

National Character Areas and County Character Areas are shown on Figure 1.  

Key Characteristics of the Wear Lowlands County Character Area are as follows. 

 A broad lowland valley incised by the meandering River Wear and its tributaries. 

 Carboniferous coal measures of sandstones, shales and coal are overlain by thick layers of 
glacial boulder clays, sands and gravels. 

 Gently rolling terraces of open arable and mixed farmland with low hedges and few trees or 
woodlands occupy much of the valley floor. 

 The River Wear and its tributaries lie in steep sided wooded gorges and denes, which open up 
in places into broad floodplains overlooked by steep bluffs.   

 Ancient oak woods are found in denes and gorges and steep floodplain bluffs.  

 Parklands and wooded estates surrounding landmark castles and country houses lie along the 
river corridor. 

 A settled landscape with the historic city of Durham at its centre and scattered ‘green’ villages 
with buildings of local sandstone with roofs of red clay pan tile or slate. 

 Numerous mining or industrial towns and villages of Victorian terraced housing of brick and 
slate and later estate housing. Large industrial estates fringe the main settlements. 

 A long-standing communications corridor carrying major roads, railways and power lines. 

 Large areas of land have been opencast for coal or reclaimed from former colliery workings 
and their landscapes lack maturity. 

 A generally broad scale landscape with panoramic views from higher ground in which Durham 
Cathedral is a notable landmark.  In the incised valley of the River Wear the landscape is more 
enclosed and the scale more intimate. 

 A landscape heavily influenced by urban and industrial development with a semi-rural or 
urban fringe character in places. Elsewhere the landscape has a strongly rural character, 
often of high scenic value.  (CDLCA 2008 p.151) 

2.1.2 Broad Landscape Types and Character Areas 

The CDLCA subdivides County Character Areas into Broad Landscape Types - landscapes with similar 
patterns of geology, soils, vegetation, land use, settlement and field patterns – and identifies 
geographically specific Broad Character Areas belonging to these types. 

The Wear Lowlands CCA is divided into Incised Lowland Valley landscapes which include the steep-
sided valleys of the Wear and its tributaries, and Lowland Valley Terrace landscapes which include the 
more gently undulating vale floor into which the incised valleys are cut. 

The road corridor crosses the following Broad Landscape Types and Broad Character Areas which are 
shown on Figure 2. 

Broad Landscape Type   Broad Character Area 

Incised Lowland Valley   Northern Wear Valley 

Lowland Valley Terraces   Western Valley Terraces 

Eastern Valley Terraces 



Key Characteristics of the Incised Lowland landscape type are as follows. 

 Incised valley landscape of gorges, denes, river floodplains and steep bluffs. 

 Carboniferous rocks are masked by thick deposits of glacial drift. 

 Sandstones, shales and thin coal seams outcrop very occasionally in gorges. 

 Meandering rivers with alternating riffles and pools. 

 Varied soils - alluvial soils, brown sands, and heavy clays. 

 Mixed farmland - pasture on steeper ground and arable cropping on floodplains. 

 Semi-regular patterns of old enclosures bounded by hawthorn hedges. 

 Abundant hedgerow oak, ash, sycamore and beech. 

 Heavily wooded – ancient oak woods in river gorges, denes and bluffs. 

 Numerous ornamental parklands and areas of wooded estate farmland. 

 Occasional older ‘green villages’ of stone and clay pan tile. 

 Landmark buildings including Durham Cathedral and Castle. 

 Numerous bridges and viaducts from the ancient to the modern. 

 An enclosed landscape, intimate in scale, with occasional dramatic vistas. 

 A settled but tranquil rural landscape of great scenic quality and a rich cultural heritage. 
(CDLCA p.154) 

The Northern Wear Valley character area is described as follows: 

The River Wear lies in deep steep-sided wooded gorges, opening out in places into a broader 
valley with small areas of floodplain. The valley slopes are largely wooded arable farmland 
with frequent coniferous and broadleaved plantations, low clipped hedges and scattered 
hedgerow oak and ash. There are parklands and areas of heavily wooded estate farmland at 
Lambton Castle and Lumley Castles. The ruins of Finchale Abbey lie in the wooded gorge. 
Durham City lies to the south of the character area, its castle and cathedral towering above 
the wooded gorge which runs through the city. The large town of Chester-le Street lies to the 
north of the character area, its parks and playing fields spreading onto the floodplain, from 
where Lumley Castle is a notable landmark (CDLCA p.155). 

Key Characteristics of the Lowland Valley Terrace landscape type are as follows. 

 Broad lowland valley floor. 

 Carboniferous Coal Measures are masked by thick layers of glacial drift. 

 Gently rolling topography of boulder clay with areas of more undulating terrain of glacial sands 
and gravels. 

 Heavy, seasonally waterlogged clay soils and lighter brown earths and brown sands. 

 Mixed farmland of improved pastures and arable cropping. 

 Semi-regular patterns of medium and large-scale fields bounded by low hawthorn hedges. 

 Few trees – thinly scattered hedgerow ash, oak and sycamore. 

 Isolated fragments of lowland heath and mire. 



 Sparsely wooded but with some heavily wooded areas of old parkland and estate farmland. 
Scattered mining towns and villages connected by busy modern roads. Occasional older ‘green’ 
villages 

 Opencast coal sites, clay workings and waste disposal sites locally prominent. 

 Tracts of immature and relatively featureless reclaimed land. An important communications 
corridor with motorways, trunk roads, railway lines and overhead transmission lines. 

 An open landscape, broad in scale, defined by the Limestone Escarpment to the east and the 
spurs of the West Durham Coalfield to the west. 

 A settled landscape with a semi-rural or urban fringe quality in places.(CLDCA p.157) 

The Eastern Valley Terraces character area is described as follows: 

Gently rolling farmland between the incised valley of the River Wear and the Limestone 
Escarpment.  An open landscape of largely arable farmland with sub-regular patterns of old 
hedges, fragmented in places, with scattered hedgerow trees and few woodlands. The 
landscape becomes more wooded towards the Wear where parklands and wooded estates 
spread onto the terraces at Lambton, Croxdale and Whitworth.  The terrace landscape runs up 
to the escarpment and into the escarpment vales where it becomes more wooded in places, 
and notable in the former parkland and estate landscapes of Elemore east of Pittingdon. There 
are large areas of reclaimed colliery land and restored opencast land which contain young 
hedges, plantations and shelterbelts. Frequent mining towns and villages and the western 
outskirts of Durham City are connected by a network of busy modern highways and older, 
narrow, winding lanes. The area is crossed by the A1(M), the east coast main line and the 
Leamside line, and by major power lines. The escarpment forms a strong horizon to the east 
(CLDCA p.158). 

The Western Valley Terraces character area is described as follows: 

Gently rolling or undulating farmland between the incised valley of the Wear and the valleys 
of the West Durham Coalfield.  The terraces are incised by steep-sided wooded denes running 
to the Wear. Glacial sands and gravels are associated with undulating terrain which has been 
worked for sand in places and supports lowland heath at Waldridge Fell.  An open landscape 
of largely arable farmland with sub-regular patterns of old hedges, fragmented in places, with 
scattered hedgerow trees and few woodlands. There are parklands at Brancepeth and smaller 
relic parklands at Sniperley, Plawsworth and The Hermitage. The landscape is heavily settled 
with scattered mining villages and the fringes of the larger settlements of Durham and 
Chester-le-Street spreading westwards onto the valley terraces. Busy roads and the east coast 
main line cross the area (CLDCA p.159). 

2.1.3 Local Character Areas 

The CDLCA does not identify local character areas.  Its Broad Character Areas are large scale units 
which aren’t particularly informative about more local variations in character. For the purposes of this 
assessment Broad Character Areas have been subdivided further into the following local character 
areas. These are shown on Figure 3.  Only those local character areas where there would be some 
potential effects on landscape character have been defined and described below. 

Broad Character Areas   Local Character Area 
Northern Wear Valley   Cocken 

Finchale & Kepier Gorge 
Kepier & Frankland 



Western Valley Terraces  Brasside 
Hagg House 

Eastern Valley Terraces   Low Grange 
Ramside 
Lumley 
Kimblesworth & Findon 
Sniperley 

Cocken. The River Wear follows an incised meandering course between steep wooded bluffs 
overlooking a narrow floodplain. Agricultural land-use is a mixture of arable and pasture with arable 
on the floodplain and gentler valleys sides and pasture on steeper slopes. Field boundaries are hedges.  
West of the river these date from the early C19th enclosure of Framwellgate Moor and are laid out in 
regular grids crossed by straight enclosure roads. East of the river they are less regular and date from 
piecemeal early post-medieval enclosure.  Hedgerow trees are locally abundant. The landscape is 
heavily wooded with ancient woodlands on steep bluffs and incised denes together with areas of more 
recent softwood plantation. The area contains the relics of a number of ornamental parklands and 
managed estate farmland associated with them including Cocken Hall, Harbourhouse Park and Southill 
Park.  The landscape is scenically very attractive and relatively tranquil although this is locally disturbed 
by busy minor roads and crossed by the east coast main line. Areas west of the railway line in the 
south are allocated for housing in the County Durham Plan Pre-submission draft. 

Finchale and Kepier Gorge. The River Wear lies in a steeply incised meandering gorge. The side of the 
gorge are clothed in ancient semi-natural oak woodlands.  In the north of the gorge lie the remains of 
Finchale Priory in a picturesque setting on a deep bend in the river. The river is crossed by the disused 
Belmont railway viaduct. The gorge contains the remains of sandstone quarries used from building 
stone for Durham Cathedral. The landscape is enclosed and intimate in scale and is both scenically 
attractive and tranquil. 

Kepier and Frankland. The River Wear meanders across a narrow floodplain between moderately 
sloping valley sides. Agricultural land-use is a mixture of arable and pasture. Field boundaries are 
hedges dating from piecemeal medieval and early post-medieval enclosures. Some fields contain relics 
of medieval rig and furrow and are crossed by ancient lanes.   Hedgerow trees are generally sparse 
but locally abundant. Ancient semi-natural woodlands of Hopper’s Wood lie in an incised dene on the 
northern slopes of the valley flanked by areas of scrub on former colliery land and abandoned pasture, 
and by more recent planted woodlands on the upper slopes at Aykley Heads. The historic farm 
buildings and garden of Crookhall lie on the valley floor as do the remains of the medieval Kepier 
Hospital. The landscape contains some attractive views and is relatively tranquil although this is locally 
eroded by elements such as the east coast main line which crosses it in the west and the A690 which 
borders it in the east. Areas bordering onto the city have an urban fringe quality with detractive 
elements including the sewerage works and NEDL overhead services training area.  

Brasside. Gently rolling almost flat terraces east of the river gorge. Agricultural land-use is 
predominantly arable. Field boundaries are hedges dating from piecemeal medieval and early post-
medieval enclosures and later (C19th) parliamentary enclosures. Boundary networks vary in condition 
from intact in the south to heavily fragmented in the north. The landscape has been heavily influenced 
in places by development in the late C19th and C20th and contains a number of detractive elements 
including the large Frankland Prison and Low Newton Remand Centre complex and a large abandoned 
ordnance complex in the north.  Former clay workings north and south of the prison contain large 
ponds now fringed with mature vegetation. Areas of disturbed ground and scrub associated with the 
former brickworks lie south of the main Brasside Pond and there is an extensive area of scrub, 
grassland and heath on former railway land at Low Newton Junction. The landscape has an urban 
fringe quality but containing some locally attractive features and with attractive views out over 
adjacent areas. 



Hagg House.  A gently rolling ridge between the broad valley of the Wear to the east and the shallow 
Blackdene burn to the west. Agricultural land-use is predominantly arable. Field boundaries are 
hedges dating from the early C19th enclosure of Framwellgate Moor. The landscape is very open with 
no woodlands or trees. There are extensive panoramic views out to the west and particularly to the 
east across the Wear Lowlands. An attractive and relatively tranquil landscape although this is 
disturbed in places by the busy A167 to the west and Rotary Way to the south. Much of the character 
area is allocated for housing in the County Durham Plan Pre-submission draft. 

Low Grange. Gently sloping land falling westwards to the river gorge. Agricultural land-use is a mixture 
of arable and pasture. Field boundaries are hedges dating largely from piecemeal early post-medieval 
enclosures. Boundary networks vary in condition being relatively intact in places but eroded by field 
amalgamations elsewhere. Hedgerow trees are generally sparse. The area affords attractive views 
west across the wooded river gorge but contains a number of detractors including the busy A1(M), 
the Leamside railway line and the busy A690. 

Ramside. Gently rolling valley terraces east of the River Wear. Much of the character area is occupied 
by a heavily wooded golf course developed in the former ornamental parklands of Ramside Hall.  The 
landscape is dominated by mature woodland copses, and the greens, fairways and bunkers of the golf 
course. Areas in the west towards the edge of the city are currently being developed as housing. 

Lumley. Gently undulating valley terraces east of the River Wear. Agricultural land-use is 
predominantly arable. Field boundaries are hedges dating largely from piecemeal early post-medieval 
enclosures. Boundary networks vary in condition being relatively intact in places but eroded by field 
amalgamations elsewhere. The landscape is visually open with few mature woodlands or hedgerow 
trees. Extensive areas have been opencast for coal and contain young hedges and woodlands on 
restored ground.  The area is relatively tranquil although this is eroded locally by the busy A1(M) which 
crosses the area in the east. There are extensive views out across the Wear Lowlands and notably to 
the west. 

Kimblesworth & Findon.  Moderately sloping land on the flanks of Findon Hill. Agricultural land-use is 
predominantly arable. Field boundaries are hedges dating partly from piecemeal early post-medieval 
enclosures and partly from the early C19th enclosure of Framwelgate Moor.  Boundary networks are 
generally intact. The landscape is visually open with few woodlands or hedgerow trees. There are 
panoramic views out across the Wear Lowlands and Durham City to the east from higher ground in 
which the cathedral is a notable landmark. 

Sniperley. Gently rolling valley terraces west of Durham City.  Agricultural land-use is predominantly 
arable. Field boundaries are hedges dating from the early C19th enclosure of Framwelgate Moor.  
Boundary networks are generally intact. There are scattered, locally abundant hedgerow trees. The 
small well wooded parkland of Sniperley Hall lies in the south. The modern Earl’s House hospital 
complex lies to the west of the park in wooded surroundings. The area north of the park is allocated 
for housing in the County Durham Plan Pre-submission draft. There are shallow views northwards 
along the Wear valley. Views to the east are obstructed by buildings and vegetation along the edge of 
the city. 

2.1.4 Local Landscape Types and Sub-types 

The CDLCA (2008) subdivides the landscape further into Local Landscape Types and Sub-types.  Local 
Landscape Types are tracts of land which share similar combinations of soils, land use, field boundaries 
and tree and woodland cover.  Local Landscape Sub-types are used to identify variations within a local 
landscape type. 

Local Landscape Types and Sub-types are shown on Figures 4. 

The road corridor crosses the following landscape types and subtypes: 

Local Landscape Type    Sub-type 



Dene pastures     Old enclosure 

Disturbed land     Old railway 

Infrastructure     Railway 

Lowland woods: denes & bluffs   Ancient woods 

      Plantation 

River: middle reaches    River 

Terrace farmland: arable   Old enclosure 

Terrace farmland: open arable   Old enclosure 

Terrace farmland: wooded arable  Old enclosure 

Terrace farmland: wooded pasture  Old enclosure 

Urban 

Valley farmland: pasture   Old enclosure 

Valley farmland: wooded arable   Old enclosure 

Valley farmland: open arable   Reclaimed land 

Valley farmland: wooded pasture  Old enclosure 

Descriptions of Local Landscape Types and Sub-types are as follows. 

Dene pastures. Incised denes and steeply sloping bluffs of improved or semi-improved pasture or rough 
grazing. Steeply sloping pastures are often difficult to manage or improve agriculturally and tend to 
be more diverse than the surrounding farmland. Tree cover is very variable. Hedgerow oak and ash are 
locally common. Steeper slopes may support areas of bracken, or scrub of hawthorn or gorse. 

Subtype Old Enclosure 

Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns may be irregular or sub-regular and 
tend to reflect the underlying topography. Boundaries are typically hedgerows 

Disturbed land. A variable type made up largely of abandoned mineral workings and railway lines. 

Subtype Old railway. Abandoned railway lines survive as narrow linear features running 
through other landscapes. Most are made up of alternating cuttings and embankments. Many 
structures survive along their routes including bridges and viaducts, culverts, tipplers and 
station platforms. Some associated buildings like station houses and railway cottages have 
been converted to other uses. Most abandoned lines have been colonised by natural 
regeneration and support a diverse grassland and woodland flora which reflects the range of 
naturally occurring or imported materials found in cuttings and embankments. Pioneer or 
ruderal species are particularly characteristic. Many old railway lines have been adopted as 
recreational multi-user routes. 

Infrastructure. A variable local type covering a range of different forms of infrastructure. 

cuttings, embankments and sidings 

Subtype Railway Only major railways are mapped and only where the scale of development is 
significant. The Railway subtype therefore covers larger scale Lowland woods: denes, bluffs & river 
terraces. Woodlands of incised denes and steeply sloping valley-side or escarpment bluffs. Woodland 
plant communities are diverse and reflect the range of underlying parent rocks and drift materials that 
occur – often within a single wood. 



Subtype Ancient Woods.  Ancient semi-natural woodlands. On the base-poor glacial drift into 
which many lowland denes are incised the predominant woodland type is a lowland mixed 
broadleaved woodland, with Common or Sessile Oak the major canopy species (NVC W10). 
Similar woodlands occur on river terrace gravels and rocky gorges on carboniferous 
sandstones and shales. On the more acidic strata of the coal measures they often occur along-
side Oak-birch (NVC 16) communities. Stands of Alder-Ash woodland (NVC W7) and Alder carr 
(NVC W5) occur on flushed slopes or waterlogged ground. Some woodlands show signs of 
having been managed as coppice in the past. Woods on the coal measures often contains relics 
of drift mining – pit-falls, waggon-ways and small spoil mounds. Some dene woods also 
contain relics of small scale quarrying activities. 

Subtype Plantation. Planted woodlands of very variable character, including hardwood 
plantations of species such as Beech, Oak and Sycamore often planted as part of parkland or 
estate landscapes, and plantations dominated by softwoods – some planted historically for 
pit-wood, others under taxation incentives in the late C20th or as part of the reclamation of 
derelict land and opencast coal workings. 

River: Middle reaches. The middle reaches of major rivers meandering across narrow floodplains or 
running through incised denes or larger gorges. Where they cross floodplains the river banks are 
fenced from the adjacent farmland which is occasionally protected by low artificial levees. The river 
banks are often lined with narrow Riverside woods. 

Subtype River.  Rapidly flowing watercourses with alternating pools and rifles, shingle banks 
and occasional islands. 

Terrace farmland: arable. Open, rolling or undulating arable farmland. Fields are often medium sized 
and bounded by low clipped thorn hedges. Hedgerow trees are absent or infrequent. 

Subtype Old enclosure. Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure.  

Terrace farmland: open arable. Open, rolling or undulating arable farmland. Fields are often large and 
bounded by low clipped thorn hedges. Hedgerow trees are absent or infrequent. 

Subtype Old enclosure. Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns are sub-
regular but often disrupted by field amalgamations. 

Terrace farmland: wooded arable. Rolling wooded arable farmland. Fields are bounded by low clipped 
hawthorn hedges. The pattern of woodland is variable though generally this type gets its wooded feel 
from the woods of denes and riverside bluffs it borders onto. 

Subtype Old enclosure.  Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns are sub-
regular, locally disrupted by field amalgamations. There may be scattered hedgerow ash, oak 
or sycamore. 

Terrace farmland: wooded pasture. Rolling wooded farmland of improved pasture with occasional 
older semi-improved pasture, often associated with areas of relic rig and furrow. Fields are bounded 
by hawthorn hedges – generally trimmed but locally tall and overgrown. The pattern of woodland is 
variable though generally this type gets its wooded feel from the woods of denes and riverside bluffs 
it borders onto. 

Subtype Old enclosure.  Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns are sub-
regular, locally disrupted by boundary loss. There may be scattered hedgerow ash, oak or 
sycamore and areas of relic rig and furrow. 

Valley farmland: pasture. Pastoral farmland of the coalfield valleys. Pastures are mostly improved. 
Pockets of semi-improved pasture or meadow and wet, rushy pasture occur locally. Field systems are 
a mixture of early post-medieval enclosures and parliamentary enclosures in regular or sub-regular 



patterns and are generally relatively intact. Field boundaries are typically hawthorn dominated 
hedges. Older hedges tend to be slightly more diverse. Hedgerow oak, ash and sycamore are common. 

Subtype Old Enclosure. Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field systems are generally 
sub-regular in pattern, occasionally preserving the shape of arable strips. Areas of medieval or 
later rigg and furrow occur locally. 

Valley farmland: open arable. Open arable farmland on the heavy clay soils of the valley landscapes of 
the exposed coal measures. Fields are often large and bounded by low clipped thorn hedges, or, more 
rarely, dry stone walls. Hedgerow trees are absent or infrequent. 

Subtype Old Enclosure. Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns are generally 
sub-regular but disrupted in places by field amalgamations. 

Valley farmland: wooded arable. Wooded arable farmland of the valley landscapes of the exposed 
coal measures. Fields are bounded by low hawthorn hedges or border onto woodlands. The pattern 
of woodland is very variable, being typically a combination of small ancient broadleaved woodlands 
in narrow denes and along watercourses, and larger blocky plantation of mixed or coniferous species. 

Subtype old enclosure. Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns are generally 
sub-regular but disrupted in places by field amalgamations. Field boundaries are trimmed 
hedgerows, usually dominated by hawthorn but sometimes more diverse, with scattered 
hedgerow ash and oak.  

Valley farmland: wooded pasture. Wooded pastoral farmland of the valley landscapes of the exposed 
coal measures. Fields are bounded by hedges, often tall and overgrown, or dry stone walls. The pattern 
of woodland is very variable, being typically a combination of small ancient broadleaved woodlands in 
narrow denes and along watercourses, and larger blocky plantation of mixed or coniferous species. 

Subtype Old Enclosure.  Areas of early, often piecemeal, enclosure. Field patterns are generally 
sub-regular. Field boundaries are hedgerows, usually dominated by hawthorn, or dry stone 
walls with scattered (locally abundant) hedgerow oak and ash. Areas of rig and furrow may 
survive in less improved pastures. 

2.2 Landscape features  
An inventory of landscape features within the road corridor is contained in Appendix 3: Schedule of 
Landscape Features and mapped in Figure 5. 

2.2.1 Landform 

The road corridor crosses the broad valley floor of the Wear Lowlands. The northern part of the 
corridor crosses gentle valley slopes which lie above and fall towards the steep incised bluffs of 
Redhouse Gill and Stockley Heugh.  South of Brasside it crosses very gently sloping terraces which in 
the south are incised by the deep meandering gorge of the River Wear. South of the gorge the land 
rises on gentle valley slopes which resolve in gently sloping terraces to the south and east. 

2.2.2 Woodlands and scrub 

The Wear Gorge is flanked by ancient semi-natural oak woodlands on both banks. The road corridor 
crosses Frankland Lane a green lane which contains native semi-natural woodland vegetation of 
some antiquity. North of Brasside there are patches of secondary scrub in the shallow head of the 
Redhouse Gill which contains ancient semi-natural oak woodland. There are areas of more mixed 
garden shrubs and trees around Red House Farm, Newton Grange and Low Newton Farm.  

2.2.3 Field boundaries and field trees 

Most of the field boundaries in the road corridor are early post medieval (probably C17th) thorn 
hedges with scattered mature and veteran hedgerow trees. Boundaries are sinuous and field 



patterns sub-regular.  While some individual features are gappy the network as a whole is relatively 
intact.   

2.2.4 Wetlands and watercourses 

The road corridor crosses the natural watercourse of the River Wear and several minor streams or 
ditches including the head of the Redhouse Gill. There is a small field pond north of Newton Grange. 

2.2.5 Other features 

The Low Newton Junction Local Nature Reserve lies within the road corridor . This is an area of 
former railway line and sidings which has naturally re-vegetated to grassland, heathland and scrub. 

2.3 Landscape value 

2.3.1 National landscape designations 

The proposals would not affect any nationally designated landscapes. 

Old Durham Gardens, identified on Historic England’s ‘Register of Parks and Gardens of special 
historic interest in England’ lies just outside of the study area. 

2.3.2 Local landscape designations and locally listed landscapes. 

Areas of High / Higher Landscape Value 

Parts of the road corridor lie within an area identified as an Area of High Landscape Value in the City 
of Durham Local Plan (Policy E10).    

This is shown on Figure 6. 

A similar, but not entirely co-extensive, area is identified as Area of Higher Landscape Value (AHLV) 
in the County Durham Plan Submission Draft (Policies Map and Policy 40). The County Durham Plan 
Local Landscape Designations Review 2018 subdivides AHLV into local areas. Those lying within the 
study area include the Frankland, Brasside & Kepier, Durham City, Lumley harbour House & Cocken, 
Shincliffe & Sherburnhouse Beck, Ramside & Moorhouse AHLV. 

These are shown on Figure 6a 

The County Durham Landscape Value Assessment 2018 identifies elevated values across a range of 
attributes for the assessment units within these proposed AHLV.  These are shown in the table 
below. 
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Frankland Brasside & Kepier AHLV 
Assessment Units  

12c vi Finchale & Kepier Gorge H H H H H H MH MH H 

12c vii Aykley Heads & Frankland MH MH MH MH MH MH MH LM H 

13a xi Moorhouse & Low Grange M M M M H M LM LM NA 

13a x Cocken MH MH M MH M MH M LM NA 

13b xiii Brasside North & Finchale LM LM LM LM H M M LM NA 

13b xiv Brasside South MH M MH MH H M MH LM NA 

Durham City AHLV 
Assessment Units  

12c vii Aykley Heads & Frankland MH MH MH MH MH MH MH LM H 



Lumley, Harbour House & Cocken AHLV 
Assessment Units  

12c v Harbour house & Cocken MH MH MH MH MH MH LM LM H 

13a x Cocken MH MH M MH M MH M LM NA 

Ramside & Moorhouse AHLV 
Assessment Units  

13a xi Moorhouse & Low Grange M M M M H M LM LM NA 

13a xiv Ramside M MH MH M M MH LM LM NA 

Shincliffe & Sherburnhouse Beck AHLV 
Assessment Units  

13a xiii Pittington West M M M M MH M MH LM NA 

12d iv Sherburnhouse Beck MH MH MH MH MH MH MH LM NA 

12d ii Old Durham Beck M MH MH M M MH M LM NA 

H = High, MH = Medium-high, M = Medium, LM = Low-medium, L = Low, NA = Not assessed 

Parks and gardens of historic or landscape value 

A number of areas identified as ‘parks and gardens of historic or landscape value’ in the City of 
Durham Local Plan (Policy E26) lie within the study area. 

 Finchale  
 Ramside 
 Kepier Hospital 
 Crook Hall 

A number of others lie outside of the study area but could be affected by the visual intrusion of a tall 
structure. 

 Sniperley  
 Sherburn Hospital 
 Mount Oswald 

These are shown on Figure 6. 

Historic Parks, Gardens and Designed Landscapes.   

The council is currently preparing a Local List of Historic Parks, Gardens and Designed Landscapes.  
This identifies the following sites. 

Finchale Priory 

Land associated with Finchale Priory. The boundary is mapped as ‘uncertain’ and captures the wider 
complex of woodland within which there may have been designed walks. It identifies its overall 
significance as follows. Finchale Priory is of considerable historic interest due to the nationally 
important landscape designer Joseph Spence establishing his private garden there. Spence recorded 
his planting scheme for the garden in the 1750s but little seems to survive. However, the Picturesque 
landscape features remain and the tranquillity of Spence's retreat can be appreciated in conjunction 
with Finchale Priory.  

Ramside 

Parkland associated with Ramside Hall, now heavily modified by C20th hotel and golf course 
development. The local list identifies its overall significance as moderate. 

Kepier Hospital 

Gardens associated with Kepier Hospital.  Their overall significance is assessed as follows. The setting 
to Kepier Hospital includes the remains of a banqueting house built above an Italian style loggia. A 



terrace overlooking the River Wear was added by the time Celia Fiennes visited in 1698. The orchard 
she mentioned remains, although with trees probably planted in the late 19th, early 20th-century. 
These features contribute to the garden being of local historic interest. 

Crook Hall 

Gardens associated with Crook Hall. Their overall significance is assessed as follows. The gardens at 
Crook Hall are a good example of a minor gentry garden which has evolved into a cottage garden. 
The layout of the walled compartments continues to be respected and more recent developments do 
not intrude on the integrity of these areas. The gardens are of local historic value 

Cocken Hall 

Parkland and gardens associated with Crook Hall. Their overall significance is assessed as follows. 
The park and gardens at Cocken Hall were among the most spectacular gardens of the county. An 
eighteenth century view of the estate showed a formal landscape with avenues, grove and trees 
bordering the river Wear. This was cleared but vestiges of the spectacular Picturesque landscape 
have survived and this is of local historic interest. 

Harbour House Park 

Relic parkland at Harbour House. Its overall significance is assessed as follows. The Harbour House 
estate is extensive and includes carriage drives, parkland trees, woodland belts, ornamental 
woodland, an historic orchard, formal gardens and a par-terre. These features contribute to the park 
and gardens being of local historic interest. 

Southill Park 

Parkland associated with Southill Hall. Its overall significance is assessed as follows. The setting to 
South Hill Park includes a large kitchen garden, mixed woodland belts, woodland garden in Black 
Dean, a ha-ha and parkland. These features contribute to the park and gardens being of local historic 
interest. 

These are shown on Figure 6b. 

2.3.3 Other designations 

The corridor as a whole lies within the County Durham Green Belt. 

These designations are shown on Figure 6. 

2.3.4 Local landscape strategies 

Much of the road corridor lies within a Landscape Conservation Priority Area identified in the County 
Durham Landscape Strategy (2008).  The central part of the route crossing open arable farmland is 
identified as a Landscape Improvement Priority Area. These priority areas and the adopted strategies 
within them are shown on Figure 7. 

2.3.5 Tree Preservation Orders 

None of the trees within the road corridor are covered by a Tree Preservation Order. 

2.3.6 Values and attributes 

Condition 

East of the Wear the condition is moderate, the field boundary network having been heavily 
fragmented. The condition of the landscape is good in the river gorge and west of the river where 
field boundary networks are intact. North of the disused railway line the condition is again moderate 
where field boundary networks have been eroded or disrupted by later development. 

Scenic quality 



East of the Wear scenic quality is moderate with attractive views towards the wooded  river gorge 
but with urban development prominent on the skyline. Scenic quality within the gorge is particularly 
high. West of the gorge the scenic quality is again moderate with attractive views towards the gorge 
and distant views of the cathedral tower but with urban development visible on skylines. North of 
Frankland Lane the quality of northward views is low with the prison complex a prominent feature. 
North of Brasside scenic quality is moderate with higher quality views east of the railway line. 

Rarity / representativeness 

East of the Wear the landscape is relatively unremarkable. The gorge itself is both strongly 
representative of its type and rare in a sub-regional context.  Between the gorge and Low Newton 
Junction the landscape has a strong sense of place with strong cultural associations and views of the 
cathedral.  Towards the prison complex and around the settlement edge to the north the landscape 
is again relatively unremarkable.  

Conservation value 

The gorge itself, the local nature reserve and Brasside pond SSSI to the north are of high nature 
conservation value.  

Recreational value 

East of the wear the landscape is poorly accessed. A single footpath crosses the area but doesn’t 
connect with residential areas. The gorge itself has a high recreational value and is followed by 
footpaths along the eastern bank accessed from residential areas to the south and a car park at the 
Carrville interchange.  West of the river the area is crossed by Frankland Lane (the Weardale Way) 
and informal paths on former railway lines. There is open public access to the Low Newton Junction 
Local Nature Reserve. North of Brasside there are few public rights of way. 

Perceptual aspects 

All of the landscapes affected by the proposals are of some value as open countryside forming part 
of the visual environment of the edge of Durham City. Parts of the road corridor have views of the 
cathedral. 

Cultural associations 

The river gorge and land at Frankland to the west have strong cultural associations with the 
cathedral. The gorge itself was the source of building stone and timber for the cathedral. Frankland 
lane may have formed part of a pilgrimage route to the hermitage and later priory at Finchale 

Overall value 

Variations in value in the local landscape broadly reflect the distinction between Landscape 
Improvement and Landscape Conservation Priority Areas (Figure 7) and the AHLV designation (Figure 
6), with landscapes of moderate value in the centre of the Brasside character area and landscapes of 
high value along the main river corridor. 

3.  Visual baseline 

3.1 Visibility 

Study area 

The potential visibility of the proposals has been modelled within a 2km radius of the road corridor, 
the area in which it is considered the most significant visual effects the road would occur. The 
potential visibility of taller structures has been modelled within a 5km radius as these would be 
expected to have effects at greater distances.  Detailed assessment of these structures is focussed 



on the 2km study area but potential effects beyond the study area are also identified where 
appropriate. 

Zones of Theoretical visibility 

The processes used in modelling visibility are set out in Appendix 1: methodology 

Figure 8 shows the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) of the road corridor.  This was derived by 
modelling a number of points within the corridor at existing ground level and at 4m above existing 
ground level to represent the height of vehicles. Only the visibility of the wider road corridor is 
assessed at this stage in the absence of detailed proposals. This does not capture the visibility of tall 
structures (embankments, bridges) but gives a reasonable indication of where a road and associated 
traffic within that wider corridor would be visible from.  

Figures 9, 10 and 11 show the ZTVs of three bridge options; a 78m single pylon cable stay bridge, a 
39m high double pylon cable stay bridge and an 18m high thrust arch bridge.   

Figure 8 shows that the proposed road corridor would be potentially visible over a wider area in the 
valley of the River Wear and the river terraces that lie either side of it. Visibility would fall off to the 
south east behind a ridge of higher ground running through Gilesgate Moor and Carrville, and to the 
north west behind a ridge of higher ground  running through Newton Hall and Hagg House. Beyond 
the study area visibility would pick up again on the higher ground of the escarpment to the east and 
Findon hill to the west.  A minor ridge running through Frankland Farm is influential in screening 
areas to the immediate north of it in views from the main valley to the south. 

Figures 9 shows that the visibility of an 18m high thrust arch bridge would be slightly more restricted 
than that of the road corridor as a whole and would be subject to the same topographical influences. 

Figure 10 shows that the visibility of a 39m high twin cable stay structure would be similar to that of 
the road corridor as a whole, and subject to the same topographical influences, but with slightly 
greater visibility in the Wear Valley around Barkers Haugh, across the Sniperley and Findon areas to 
the west and on the slopes of the escarpment to the east. 

Figure 11 shows that a 78m single cable stay structure would have a generally higher degree of 
visibility in the study area and would be more visible to the south and east. 

The ZTV of a lower level multi-span box girder construction would be more restricted and less 
extensive than that for the lowest of the options with notable superstructures.  

The ZTVs are based on a bare terrain model and do not take into account the screening effects of 
buildings, vegetation and earthworks such as highway and railway embankments.  The screening 
effects of buildings would be strongly influential in controlling visibility of the road corridor inward of 
the immediate settlement edges of Newton Hall, Gilesgate Moor, Carville and elsewhere within the 
city.  There would be some additional visibility, principally in views from the upper floors of buildings 
on rising ground, beyond those edges. 

The screening effects of trees and woodlands would also be strongly influential in controlling 
visibility and particularly the woodlands along the river gorge and vegetation around Brasside Pond 
and in Low Newton Junction which would screen low lying features in the shallow views typical of 
that area. 

These factors would also affect the visibility of the proposed bridge structures, having less of an 
effect with increasing scale of the structure. 

ZTV studies indicate potential visibility for taller structures in particular from higher vantage points 
within the City which form part of the visual environment of the World Heritage Site. These are 
considered within the Heritage Assets Impact Assessment. 

3.2 Visual receptors   



Local residents 

The ZTV indicates potential visibility from residential properties and public vantage points in: 

 Newton Hall 
 Brasside 
 Framwellgate Moor 
 Claypath / Sands area 
 Gilesgate Moor  
 Carrville / Belmont 
 Finchale college 

The ZTV indicates potential visibility from a number of isolated residential properties. These are not 
assessed in this report. 

The study area contains the Low Newton Remand Centre and Frankland Prison. These are not 
assessed in this report. 

Walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 

The ZTV indicates potential visibility from a number of public rights of way, bridleways and cycle-
ways in the vicinity including the regionally promoted Weardale Way, and from areas of countryside 
access land including Low Newton Junction LNR and informal parkland at Aykley Heads. 

Motorists 

The ZTV indicates potential visibility from the following roads: 

 A1(M) 
 A690 
 A691 Southfield Way / Framwellgate Peth 
 A181 Sherburn Road 
 A167 
 B6532 
 C13 Pittington Lane 
 C12 Pit Lane 
 C12a Cocken Road 
 C100 Front Street 
 Rotary Way 
 U19.12 Finchale Road 

3.3 Views and viewpoints 

Photographs showing representative views of the locality are contained in Appendix 3. 

4. Potential landscape effects 

An assessment of potential effects on landscape receptors within the road corridor is given in 
Appendix 4: Schedule of Potential Landscape and Visual Effects.  This shows the sensitivity assigned 
to landscape receptors and an assessment of the likely nature, magnitude and significance of 
potential effects and the potential for mitigation. The assessment is based on route options 
currently under investigation and can only be indicative at this stage: changes to the route could 
lead to effects of higher or lower magnitude than assessed. Only the more significant effects are 
described further below. 

4.1 Landscape features  



4.1.1 Landform 

Sensitivity 

Much of the topography within the road corridor is assessed as being of medium or low sensitivity. 
The steeply sloping natural topography of the Wear Gorge is assessed as being of high sensitivity 

Potential effects 

Much of the proposed road would lie in shallow to moderate cuttings and shallow embankments. 
The effect of these is assessed being of a low or medium magnitude (negligible, minor or moderate 
significance). 

At the crossing of the Wear gorge the bridge options under consideration include cable stayed 
structures which would require engineered abutments on the upper slopes of the gorge. The likely 
effect of these is assessed being of a medium magnitude (moderate-major significance).  The option 
of truss arch and multi-span box girder bridges are also being considered. These could involve some 
additional localised modification of the slopes to accommodate access during the construction 
period. In the absence of a detailed working method it isn’t possible to quantify those impacts so 
they have been assessed as a range ‘medium or high’ (moderate-major or major significance) falling 
to low if reinstated to naturalistic profiles (moderate significance). 

At the crossing of the East Coast Main Line the options under consideration include an underpass, 
with two alternative construction methods, and an over-bridge. The underpass options would entail 
the development of shallow to moderately deep cutting. Their effect is assessed as being of a low or 
medium magnitude (minor or moderate significance). The bridge would entail the development of a 
moderate to high embankment over the ECML. The effect of that is assessed as being of a high 
magnitude (moderate or moderate-major significance).  

4.1.2 Woodlands and scrub 

Sensitivity 

Areas of ancient semi-natural woodland are identified as being of high sensitivity. Areas of 
secondary and planted woods are assessed as being of medium sensitivity. 

Potential effects 

The most significant effects would occur in crossing the Wear Gorge.  Some of the options under 
consideration have been chosen because they would have lower physical impacts on the ancient 
woodlands of the gorge during construction than more conventional structures. It is anticipated that 
the construction of cable-stayed structures would largely take place from above. Impacts would be 
highly dependent on construction method.  It is anticipated that an area of around 250m2 would be 
likely to be needed to accommodate each bridge abutments and that there would be a further 
requirement for some localised felling or coppicing beneath the bridge and some further areas of 
clearance during the construction phase. The likely effect of these is assessed being of a medium 
magnitude (moderate –major significance) based on these assumptions.   It is anticipated that the 
construction of thrust-arch or multi-span structures would require additional felling of adjacent 
areas of woodland, particularly on the eastern bank, to accommodate access during the construction 
period. In the absence of a detailed working method it isn’t possible to quantify those impacts so 
they have been assessed as a range ‘medium or high’ (moderate – major to major significance). 

The crossing of Frankland Lane would entail the felling of some mature and veteran trees and the 
loss of understorey and ground flora to accommodate the road and bridleway. Some additional 
clearance of understorey / crown lifting might be required to mitigate impacts on bats crossing the 
road. The effect of these works is assessed as being of a medium-high magnitude (moderate-major 
significance). 



4.1.3 Field boundaries and trees 

Sensitivity 

Older hedges are assessed as being of high sensitivity. Younger hedges are assessed as being of 
medium sensitivity. 

Potential effects 

In the southern part of the road corridor the new road would entail the removal of some short 
sections of hedge and the loss of a small number of mature trees. Two hedges running parallel with 
the road (B3 and B5) would be vulnerable to removal in future field rationalisations. The effect of 
their removal is assessed as being of a high magnitude (major significance) although falling to ‘none’ 
if they were brought within the structural landscaping of the road corridor. A tree-rich hedgerow 
(B8) would have a short section removed but would be vulnerable to further losses in field 
rationalisation. The potential effect is assessed as being of a high magnitude (major significance) 
although falling to low (moderate significance) if the hedge was retained.  

South of Brasside the new road would entail the removal of an area of scrub /woodland. The effect 
is assessed as being of a high magnitude (moderate-major significance).  

North of Brasside the underpass options would entail the loss of a number of sections of hedgerow 
and the loss of a number of mature trees.  The effect of their removal is assessed as being generally 
of a medium magnitude (moderate –major significance). The over-bridge option would also entail 
the loss of a number of sections of hedgerow and the loss of a number of mature trees.  The effect 
of their removal is assessed as being generally of a medium magnitude (moderate –major 
significance). 

4.1.4 Wetlands and watercourses 

Sensitivity 

The River Wear is assessed as being of high sensitivity. Ditches and field ponds are assessed as being 
of medium sensitivity. 

Potential effects 

There would be no significant effects on watercourses or wetlands.   

4.1.5 Other features 

Sensitivity 

The Low Newton Junction nature reserve is assessed as being of medium sensitivity.  

Potential effects 

The road would avoid the main area of the nature reserve but would cross the railway path leading 
from it to Brasside Pond.  This would entail the loss of a short section of the line where it is at grade 
and sparsely vegetated, and reconfiguring adjacent areas to form a crossing. The effect on the 
railway path is assessed as being of a medium magnitude (moderate significance). 

4.2 Landscape character   
4.2.1 National Character Areas / County Character Areas 

Sensitivity 

The Tyne and Wear Lowlands National Character Areas and the Wear Lowlands County Character 
Areas are assessed as being of medium sensitivity to the effects of a new highway.  The landscape 
has some attributes which are susceptible to the effects of a new road including its high scenic 



quality but it is also a settled landscape and a long-standing communications corridor where modern 
infrastructures are common. 

Potential effects 

The effects of the proposals are assessed as being low (minor significance). While the proposed road 
would erode the rural character of the landscape in some degree, through the loss of landscape 
features, the introduction of engineered earthworks and structures, and the visual clutter of moving 
vehicles and signage, those effects would be highly localised. 

4.2.2 Broad Landscape Types 

Sensitivity 

The Lowland Valley Terraces and Incised Lowland Valleys are assessed as being of medium sensitivity 
to the effects of a new highway. They are settled, in places semi-rural, landscapes where modern 
infrastructure is commonplace. Both lie in an important communications corridor where roads and 
river crossings are noted as key characteristics of the existing landscape.   

Potential effects 

The effects of the proposals are assessed as being low (minor significance).  As with the Wear 
Lowlands County Character Area, the proposed road would erode the rural character of the 
landscape to some degree and would erode the tranquillity and scenic quality noted as key 
characteristics of the Incised Lowland Valleys to some degree. These landscape types cover 
substantial areas and those effects would be localised. 

4.2.3 Broad Character Areas. 

Sensitivity 

The Northern Wear Valley, Western Valley Terraces and Eastern Valley Terraces character areas are 
assessed as being of medium sensitivity to the effects of a new highway for the same reasons as the 
their respective types (above).  

Potential effects 

The effects of the proposals on the Western Valley Terraces and Eastern Valley Terraces character 
areas are assessed as being low (minor significance).  These are relatively large character areas and 
the effects of the proposals would be relatively localised. 

The Northern Wear Valley is a smaller character area. The effects of the proposals are assessed as 
being small and localised except in the case of Bridge option 1, the cable stay bridge with a single 
78m pylon. The effect of this is assessed as being medium (moderate significance) due to the 
potential prominence of a tall pylon in the southern part of the character area in views otherwise 
lacking in tall structures. 

4.2.4 Local Landscape Character Areas 

Sensitivity 

The Cocken,  Finchale & Kepier Gorge, Kepier & Frankland and  Ramside local character areas are 
assessed as being of high sensitivity to the effects of a new highway. 

The Brasside,  Hagg House, Low Grange, Lumley, Sniperley and Kimblesworth & Findon local 
character areas are assessed as being of medium sensitivity. 

Potential effects 

The assessment identifies the potential for significant effects in the Cocken, Finchale & Kepier Gorge, 
Kepier & Frankland and Brasside local character areas. Potential effects on other local character 
areas are assessed in Schedule 2 but are not discussed further here. 



Cocken. 

The assessment does not generally identify any significant effects on the Cocken character area 
other than the potential effects of a tall pylon associated with bridge option 1 which is for a single 
cable stay structure. A tall single pylon would be a prominent or notable feature on the skyline in 
southward views across the character area in which there are no other tall structures. The scale of 
the change to the character of the landscape is assessed as being medium (moderate-major 
significance).  Other effects on the character area, including the loss of some mature features 
(hedges and trees) and the visual intrusion of engineered  landforms and traffic are assessed as 
having a low effect on the area as a whole (moderate significance) due to their localised nature. 

Finchale and Kepier Gorge 

The effect of the proposals on the landscape of the gorge would depend in some degree on the 
option chosen for the bridge.  Of the options currently being considered, options 1 and 2, both cable 
stay structures, would have similar physical effects, and similar effects viewed from within the gorge. 
The effect of the lower double pylon option 2 on the character of the gorge as a whole is assessed as 
being medium (moderate-major significance) although locally in the near vicinity the effect would be 
high. The effect of the taller single pylon option 2 is assessed as being high (major significance) 
because of the potential effects elsewhere within the gorge of a visually dominant or prominent tall 
structure which would erode its scenic quality.  

Options 3 and 4 – thrust-arch and multi-span bridges – would have lower visual effects within the 
wider character area but could have higher physical effects on ancient woodland vegetation within 
the gorge during the construction period depending on the working method. The effect on the 
character area as a whole is assessed as falling within a range of medium to high (moderate-major to 
major significance) depending on construction method, although again in the near vicinity the effect 
would be high, and physical effects should be assumed to be high until further information is 
available on mitigation. 

None of the options considered would have a direct effect on the historic Kepier Quarries which lie 
to the south but would affect their setting at their northern end. 

Kepier & Frankland 

The effect of the proposals on the landscape of the Kepier & Frankland local character area would 
also depend largely on the option chosen for the bridge.  The effects of the road itself are assessed 
as being typically low as in most views the road and moving traffic would be largely screened from 
view by the intervening ridge running through Frankland Farm and vegetation to the north.  A tall 
single pylon (bridge option 1) would be a prominent feature over much of the character area in a 
landscape otherwise lacking in tall structures. While this would not necessarily be an adverse impact 
if it was of a sensitive and high quality design, it would have a substantial effect on the present 
character of the landscape and is assessed here as being potentially high and adverse (major 
significance).   

The same design considerations would apply to a double pylon structure. This would be likely to 
have a lower impact but would be a notable, locally prominent, feature in views from higher ground.  
The effect of this is assessed as being medium (moderate-major significance). As a lower structure it 
would be seen more often against rising ground below the skyline which would give an option of 
using colour – and particularly more visually recessive earth tones – to reduce impact. 

The effects of a truss arch structure are assessed as being low and localised and therefore not 
significant. The use of visually recessive earth tones would be particularly effective in reducing 
impacts further. 

Brasside 



The effect of the proposals on the landscape of the Brasside local character area would also depend 
to some degree on the choice of bridge. The tall pylon of the single cable stay option 1 would be a 
prominent feature over much of the character area and would be visually dominant in the southern 
part of the area within around 1000m. The effect is assessed as being high (moderate to major 
significance). The twin pylons of option 2 would have a lower impact but would still be prominent 
features in the southern part of the area and visually dominant within around 500m.  The effect is 
also assessed as being high (moderate to major significance). The lower superstructure of a truss 
arch bridge would be relatively prominent in views from the southern part of the area would not 
visually dominant other than within around 250m. The effect is assessed as being of a medium 
magnitude (moderate significance). 

The development of the highway in itself would have a number of high impacts including the loss of 
sections of hedgerow, a number of veteran trees and parts of Frankland Lane. Engineered 
earthworks and moving traffic would be visually intrusive and would erode the tranquillity of the 
area. The effect is assessed as being high (moderate-major significance) falling to medium-high 
(moderate to moderate-major significance) if mitigated by the retention of hedgerows at risk and 
substantial structure planting within and outside of the highway. 

4.3 Designated landscapes (including non-designated but locally listed 
landscapes). 
4.3.1 Areas of High / Higher Landscape Value 

The Areas of Higher Landscape Value identified in the County Durham Plan Submission Draft are 
similar to, but not entirely co-extensive with, the Area of High Landscape Value identified in the City 
of Durham Local Plan. The CDP Area of Higher Landscape Value (AHLV) is assessed here. No 
significant difference is anticipated in the effects predicted due to the similarity of the two 
designated areas. 

Sensitivity. 

The Frankland Brasside & Kepier, Lumley Harbour House & Cocken, Ramside & Moorhouse and 
Durham City Areas of Higher Landscape value are assessed as being of high sensitivity to the effects 
of a new highway. 

Potential effects 

Frankland Brasside & Kepier AHLV 

The effects of the proposals on the character of the landscape are as described above for the 
Finchale & Kepier Gorge, Brasside, Kepier & Frankland and Low Grange local character areas which 
make up the AHLV in the vicinity of the proposed road corridor. The AHLV is assessed as having 
elevated values for its condition, scenic value, rarity, representativeness, nature conservation 
interest, historical interest, recreational value, perceptual factors and cultural associations all of 
which would be likely to be affected in varying degrees by the proposals.   

The most notable effects of the proposals arise from the introduction of the operational highway 
into the otherwise rural landscape, locally eroding its condition, scenic value, rarity, 
representativeness and tranquillity.   

The effects of development would depend to some degree on the choice of bridge: taller bridge 
structures (options 1 and 2) would have relatively widespread effects on scenic quality across the 
AHLV.  The effects on the contribution of nature and history to the experience of the landscape 
would be notable in the crossing of the Wear gorge and the interruption to Frankland Lane. There 
would be some localised effect on the recreational value of the AHLV through the crossing of public 
rights of way / footpaths including the railway path and Frankland Lane, although the new road 
would potentially improve wider connectivity across the river. 



Effects on the special qualities of the AHLV during the construction period, having regard to their 
temporary nature, are assessed as being low adverse (moderate significance) for bridge options 1 & 
2 (cable stay bridges) and medium adverse (major significance) for bridge option 3 (thrust arch or 
multi-span bridge).  The effects post-construction, without mitigation, are assessed as being high 
(major significance). 

Mitigation measures, and in particular tree and hedgerow planting within and outside of the road 
corridor and careful design of footpath / bridleway crossing, could reduce some of those effects in 
time. The visual effects of bridge options involving taller structures would be difficult to mitigate to a 
significant degree. The extent to which mitigation measures could avoid / reduce / compensate for 
impacts on the Wear gorge of the different bridging options can’t be assessed with any certainty 
without a fully detailed scheme. 

The effect with mitigation for bridge option 1 (tall single pylon) is assessed as remaining high (major 
significance). For bridge option 2 (cable stay bridge with double pylon) the residual effect is assessed 
as being medium-high adverse (major significance), and the residual effect for bridge option 3 
(thrust arch or multi-span bridge) is assessed as potentially falling to medium adverse (moderate-
major significance). The latter assumes high levels of mitigation from site preparation and 
construction method through to restoration and long-term management and would be higher (up to 
high adverse) if this was not in place or was limited in its effectiveness. As noted above in 4.2.4 the 
physical effects should be assumed to be high until further information was available on mitigation. 

The residual effects of the development in the round on the special qualities of the AHLV with 
mitigation are assessed as being medium high (major significance), elevated to high adverse (major 
significance) if bridge option 1 (cable stay bridge with single pylon) was adopted. 

Lumley Harbour House & Cocken  

The effects of the proposals on the character of the landscape are as described above for the Cocken 
local character area which makes up much of the AHLV in the vicinity of the proposed road corridor. 
The AHLV is assessed as having elevated values for its condition, scenic value, rarity, 
representativeness, nature conservation interest, historical interest and cultural associations some 
of which could be affected in varying degrees by the proposals.  

The most notable effects of the proposals would be the localised effects on scenic quality of the 
operational highway and railway crossing in the south of the AHLV and the wider visibility of taller 
bridge pylon structures on the southern route.  

Effects on the special qualities of the AHLV during the construction period, having regard to their 
temporary nature are assessed as being low adverse (moderate significance) for all options. 

The effects post-construction are assessed as being medium adverse (moderate-major significance) 
for southern route bridge option 1 (cable stay bridge with single pylon) and low adverse (minor or 
moderate significance) for other options.   

Mitigation measures, and in particular tree planting within the road corridor, could reduce some of 
those effects in time, although the visual effects of taller structures would be difficult to mitigate to 
a significant degree. 

The residual effects with appropriate mitigation are assessed as being medium adverse (moderate-
major significance) for bridge option 1 (cable stay bridge with single pylon) and low adverse (minor 
or moderate significance) for other options.  

Durham City  

The effects of the proposals on the character of the landscape are as described above for the Kepier 
& Frankland character area, parts of which lie within the Durham City AHLV.  The AHLV is assessed as 
having elevated values for its condition, scenic value, rarity, representativeness, nature conservation 



interest, recreational value historical interest and cultural associations most of which would not be 
affected by the proposals.   

The only notable effects would be on its visual environment. These wouldn’t arise within the area 
itself but in wider views where the taller elements of bridge structures (bridge options 1 & 2) would 
be prominent or notable features in views out along the Wear valley to the north. 

Effects on the special qualities of the AHLV are assessed as being in the range none to low adverse 
(minor significance). 

Ramside & Moorhouse 

The effects of the proposals on the character of the landscape are as described above for the 
Ramside & Low Grange local character area which makes up most of the AHLV in the vicinity of the 
proposed road corridor. The AHLV is assessed as having elevated values for its scenic value, rarity, 
and historical interest, none of which would be affected by the proposals to a substantial degree. 

Effects on the special qualities of the AHLV are assessed as being in the range none to low adverse 
(minor significance). 

4.3.2 Historic Parks and Gardens  

No significant effects are identified on Parks and Gardens of national or local interest. 

4.3.3 Green Belt 

The whole of the road corridor lies within the County Durham Green Belt.  The County Durham Plan 
follows the National Planning Policy Framework in identifying local transport infrastructure as a not 
inappropriate form of development in Green Belt provided that it preserves its openness and 
doesn’t conflict with its purpose. Only the issue of openness is considered here. 

Openness 

Openness is not defined but is commonly taken to be the absence of built development.  Most of the 
features associated with a highway would not fall within that category. Cuttings and embankments 
would be ‘soft’ structures seeded to grass or planted with trees and shrubs. Upstanding earthworks 
would be relatively modest features in respect of both height and lateral extent and would not 
obstruct important views.   

A proposed bridge crossing of the Wear would be a built structure and would therefore affect 
openness to some degree.  The tall pylon of the single cable stay structure would be a notable 
feature as would the twin pylons of a double cable stay structure. The lower structure of a thrust 
arch bridge would be smaller, but it would still be a large structure.  As unique features the extent to 
which they would be grouped with other forms of built development in the mind of the viewer and 
therefore perceived as reducing the openness of the green belt is difficult to establish. This will 
partly be a matter of the quality and distinctiveness of the design.  A low level multi-span structure 
would be likely to have the lowest impact on the perception of openness due to its general lack of 
legibility in wider views, although the lack of design distinctiveness typical of such features would 
offset this as it would not be differentiated from other forms of built development in the same way. 
A bridge crossing of the ECML would be a built structure and would therefore affect openness to 
some degree.   

5 Potential visual effects 



An assessment of potential effects on visual receptors is given in Appendix 4: Schedule of Potential 
Landscape and Visual Effects.  This shows the sensitivity assigned to visual receptors and an 
assessment of the likely nature, magnitude and significance of potential effects and the potential for 
mitigation. The assessment is based on route options currently under investigation and can only be 
indicative at this stage: changes to the route could lead to effects of higher or lower magnitude than 
assessed. Only the more significant effects are described further below. 

5.1 Residents 

Sensitivity 

Residents are assessed as being of high sensitivity to the visual effects of the proposals. 

Potential effects 

The assessment identifies potential significant effects on residents close to the route in Brasside. The 
effects of the proposals elsewhere on residential areas would not generally be significant although 
some potentially significant effects are identified in respect of the cable stay bridge options and 
particularly the single pylon option. 

Residents of Brasside 

Construction activities would be visible at close quarters for residents on the western edge of 
Brasside and particularly those in the south. The scale of change in the view would be large.  As a 
temporary effect this is assessed as being of a low magnitude (moderate significance).  After 
construction the road and moving traffic would be visible at close quarters and the effect is assessed 
as being of a high magnitude (major significance) in the medium term.  The visibility of the road 
could be controlled by robust structural planting east of the carriageway which would reduce the 
effect to low over time (moderate significance). 

Residents of Newton hall 

The road would be screened from view from the majority of residential properties and public 
vantage points by intervening buildings. From properties and public spaces on the edge of the built 
form of settlement and from the upper floors of some properties on higher grounds there would be 
views of the road corridor. These are typically screened or heavily filtered by intervening vegetation 
along the railway line, within Low Newton Junction LNR, within hedgerows beyond and along 
Frankland Lane. It is likely that some construction activities, built elements of the road and moving 
traffic would be visible though vegetation and particularly in winter months. The scale of change in 
the view would be relatively small. The effect is assessed as being low (moderate significance) and 
could be further reduced by visually dense structure planting east of the road. 

There would be more open views from properties on the northern edge of Newton Hall - particularly 
properties along Finchale Road and on the eastern edge of Oatlands Way and Rosemount during 
construction. As a temporary effect this is assessed as being of a medium magnitude (moderate-
major significance). The effects of the road itself post construction are assessed as being high (Major 
significance) falling to low (moderate significance) with suitable mitigation. 

The effect of the different bridge options being considered would vary. The tall pylon of a single 
cable stay bridge would be a prominent skyline feature in views out from some parts of the 
settlement edge and between and above buildings further into the settlement. The effect is assessed 
as being of a medium magnitude (moderate - major significance). The lower pylons of a double cable 
stay bridge would have a lower impact. The effect is assessed as being of a low to medium 
magnitude (moderate to moderate - major significance). The lower superstructure of a thrust arch 



bridge would be visible in some views but the change in the view would be small. A multi-span 
bridge would not be visible. 

Residents of Gilesgate Moor 

Some construction activities would be visible from some properties in the west of Gilesgate Moor in 
views out from the edge of the settlement across the busy A690. The scale of the change in the view 
would be small and temporary (short term) and is assessed as being low (minor significance). After 
construction some moving traffic could be visible on the ridgeline to the north-west in those views 
although the road would be in cutting in that area which would be likely to screen most if not all 
traffic movements. The scale of the change in the view would be small in the medium term and is 
assessed as being low (minor significance).  The road and moving traffic would be further screened 
by planting within and around the carriageway. The residual effect is assessed as being low (minor 
significance). 

The effect of the different bridge options being considered would vary. The tall pylon of a single 
cable stay bridge would be a prominent skyline feature in views out from the settlement edge and 
between and above buildings further into the settlement. The effect is assessed as being of a low-
medium magnitude (moderate significance). The lower pylons of a double cable stay bridge would 
have a lower impact. The effect is assessed as being of a low to medium magnitude (moderate 
significance). The lower superstructure of a thrust arch bridge would be visible in some views but the 
change in the view would be small and the effect assessed as low (minor significance). A multi-span 
bridge would not be visible. 

Residents of Claypath and The Sands 

Some construction activities would be visible on the northern ridgeline in views from some 
properties on higher ground. The scale of the change in the view would be small and temporary 
(short term) and is assessed as being low (minor significance). After construction some moving traffic 
could be visible on the ridgeline to the north-west in those views although the road would be in 
cutting in that area which would be likely to screen most if not all traffic movements. The scale of 
the change in the view would be small in the medium term and is assessed as being low (minor 
significance).  The road and moving traffic would be further screened by planting within and around 
the carriageway. The residual effect is assessed as being low (minor significance). 

The effect of the different bridge options being considered would vary. The tall pylon of a single 
cable stay bridge would be a prominent skyline feature in views out from the settlement edge and 
between and above buildings further into the settlement and from the open space of the Sands.  The 
effect is assessed as being of a low -medium magnitude (moderate significance). The lower pylons of 
a double cable stay bridge would have a lower impact. The effect is also assessed as being of a low 
magnitude (moderate significance). The lower superstructure of a thrust arch bridge would not be 
visible. A multi-span bridge would not be visible. 

Residents of Belmont and Carville 

No impacts are predicted from the road itself. The upper parts of cable stay bridge pylons could be 
visible in some views above and between buildings but would generally be screened from view, the 
change in view would be small and the effect is assessed as being low (minor significance). 

Residents in Isolated properties 

The effects of the proposals on residents in isolated properties is not assessed in this appraisal 

5.2 Walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 
Sensitivity 



Recreational users of the countryside including walkers, cyclists and horse riders are assessed as 
being of high sensitivity. 

Potential effects 

The assessment identifies potential significant effects on a number of recreational routes including 
Frankland Lane (Weardale Way), footpaths within Kepier Woods and south of the woods to Carrville.  

The effects of the proposals elsewhere on recreational routes and recreational land would not 
generally be significant although some potentially significant effects are identified in respect of the 
cable stay bridge options and particularly the single pylon option. 

Users of Frankland Lane (Weardale Way) 

The road would have significant effects on Frankland Lane both during the construction period and 
after construction. The road and moving traffic in the central part of the road corridor would be 
visible at close quarters and would erode the tranquillity and scenic quality of the walk between 
Brasside House and The Scroggs.  The route would be physically interrupted by the road and there 
would be a substantial change to its character.  The scale of change in the view would be high. The 
effect is assessed as being high (major significance). Robust structure planting outside of the 
highway corridor could reduce impacts wider impacts on the route. The residual scale of the change 
in the view is assessed as being medium (major moderate significance). 

The effect of the different bridge options being considered would vary. The tall pylon of a single 
cable stay bridge would be a prominent or dominant feature in views from nearby sections of the 
path. The effect is assessed as being of a high magnitude (major significance). The lower pylons of a 
double cable stay bridge would be prominent but less visually dominant features. The effect is 
assessed as being of a medium magnitude (moderate - major significance). The lower superstructure 
of a thrust arch bridge would be visible in some views but the change in the view would be small and 
is assessed as being low (moderate significance). 

Users of footpaths within Kepier woods 

Effects would vary depending on the route selected. 

Construction operations would be visible from close quarters in the immediate vicinity of the bridge 
crossing but not generally from elsewhere in the gorge.  The scale of change in the view would be 
high and temporary (short term) and the overall effect is assessed as being of a medium magnitude 
(moderate-major significance). Following construction the bridge itself  - and the pylons of cable-stay 
options - would be a prominent feature in views from immediately adjacent stretches of the gorge 
but not beyond upstream and downstream bends. The effect is assessed as being of a medium 
magnitude (moderate-major significance) in the round on the footpath network in the woods, 
although effects in near views would remain high for all options. 

Users of footpaths south of Kepier woods  

Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible at close quarters. The route would 
be physically obstructed by or diverted around the works. The scale of change in the view would be 
high and temporary (medium term). The overall effect is assessed as being of medium magnitude 
(moderate-major significance). Following construction the road and moving traffic east of the bridge 
would be visible at close quarters.  The effect is assessed as being of a high magnitude (major 
significance) falling to a medium magnitude (moderate-major significance)  as structure planting 
developed. 

Both cable stay bridge options would be visually dominant features in the area crossed by these 
routes and their effect is assessed as being of a high magnitude (major significance). A thrust arch 
bridge would  prominent feature and its effect is assessed as being of a medium magnitude 
(moderate-major significance). 



Other users of footpaths and recreational land. 

While the road itself was not assessed as having potentially significant effects, the tall pylon of the 
single cable stay bridge was assessed as having an effect of a medium magnitude (moderate-major 
significance) in views from the footpath network in the Wear valley south of the road and of a high 
magnitude (major significance) on views from recreational  land at Aykley Heads. The lower pylons 
of the double cable stay bridge would have an effect of a medium magnitude (moderate-major 
significance) in views from Aykley Heads. 

5.4 Motorists 
Sensitivity 

Motorists are assessed as being of medium sensitivity 

Potential effects 

No significant effects are predicted on road users with the exception of potential effects of the tall 
structures associated with cable stay bridge options which are assessed as being high in views from 
the A690 (major-moderate significance) and potential effects post- construction on sections of roads 
in the immediate vicinity of the northern leg (Rotary Way, CV12a Cocken Road and U19.12 Finchale 
Road).   Those effects are predicted to reduce to low or medium (minor or moderate significance) 
with mitigation. 

5.5 Train passengers 

Sensitivity 

Train passengers are assessed as being of medium sensitivity 

Potential effects 

No significant effects are predicted on train passengers with the exception of potential effects of the 
tall structure associated with the single cable stay bridge option which is assessed as being medium 
to high in views from the East Coast Main Line (moderate to major-moderate significance).    

6. Mitigation potential 

Route options 

Only a single route is assessed. Should further options be developed within the study corridor one 
key consideration would be the location and formation of the section between the gorge and 
Frankland Lane. The flat ridge-top to the south of the road corridor forms the skyline in many views, 
forming the northern edge of the inner setting of the World Heritage Site. The relationship between 
this ridge, the position of the road and its vertical alignment is critical in avoiding visibility of moving 
traffic on the sensitive skyline. 

River Wear bridge options. 

The bridge options vary in their potential landscape and visual effects.   

A multi-span bridge would have substantially lower visual effects than the cable stay options 
assessed but would have be likely to have notably higher effects on the landform and ancient 
woodland vegetation of the gorge due to its construction method.   



A thrust arch bridge would have substantially lower visual effects than the cable stay options 
assessed but greater visual effects locally than a multi-span structure.  Effects on the landform and 
ancient woodland vegetation of the gorge could be similar to that of a multi-span structure due to its 
construction method. 

Cable stay bridges would be likely to have lower physical effects on the gorge but higher visual 
effects due to the scale of their pylons. This would also give them a greater effect on the character of 
the local landscape. Of the two options considered the taller single pylon structure would have 
notably higher effects on both visual amenity and landscape character. This has been assessed as an 
adverse impact although this would depend to some degree on the quality of design. An attractive 
or iconic feature could make a positive contribution to some aspects of the character of the incised 
valley landscapes where notable river crossings are a key feature. All things being equal an attractive 
and iconic but lower double stay structure would have a commensurately lower impact. 

Both cable stay options assessed would have the potential to affect the setting of the WHS and 
particularly in respect of their potential appearance in the backdrop to views of the cathedral and 
castle from areas such as St Aiden’s College and Observatory Hill. This is assessed in the Heritage 
Impacts Assessment. 

East Coast Main Line Crossing options. 

The two under-pass options currently being considered would have similar landscape and visual 
effects with Option 1 having slightly lower impacts due to being in a shallower cutting.  The over-
bridge would have higher impacts on the character of the landscape, views from the railway line and 
residents to the north and west, although with lower impacts on residents to the south.  

Mitigation measures. 

Potential mitigation measures described below are shown on Figure 12.  These are indicative at this 
stage. The need for individual measures and their effectiveness would need to be assessed as part of 
any detailed proposal and built into the proposal as primary mitigation measures where necessary.   
The more significant measures in reducing potential effects would be as follows. 

Figure 12 

1. Robust tree planting to the A690 junction to screen traffic in distant views and contain views of 
the new road. 

2. Tree planting within the eastern cutting and adjacent land to screen traffic movements in views 
from the west. 

3. Adopting a low impact construction method for the bridge to avoid / reduce impacts on the 
landform and vegetation of the gorge. 

4. Possible new native woodland planting adjacent to the gorge to compensate for residual impacts 
on the ancient woodland. 

5. Planting within and beyond the cutting south of Frankland Lane to consolidate the screening 
effect of the cutting in views from the south and west. 

6. Retention of hedges north of the cutting within the highway estate to avoid losses to field 
rationalisation. 

7. Native woodland planting in alienated field parcels to retain important hedgerows, reduce 
impacts on Frankland Lane, and reinforce screening effects of existing vegetation in views from 
the west.  

8. Visually dense planting to the east of the carriageway opposite Low Newton Junction to screen 
views out from the road of the remand centre and prison. 



9. Native woodland planting in alienated field parcels around the roundabout at Brasside to reduce 
its impacts in views of the locality from residential properties and the ECML. 

 
ECML crossing options 1 & 2  
 
10. Visually dense planting east of the ECML to consolidate the screening effect of the cutting in 

views from existing / proposed development to the south. 
11. Native woodland planting in alienated field parcels to reduce impacts in views of the locality 

from existing / proposed residential properties and the ECML. 
 
ECML crossing options 1 & 2  
 
12. Native woodland planting in alienated field parcels to reduce impacts in views of the locality 

from existing / proposed residential properties and the ECML. 
13. Visually dense planting on and adjacent to embankments to reduce impacts in views from 

existing / proposed residential properties and ECML. 

7 Conclusions 

The proposed road would have a number of significant landscape and visual effects. 

Many of these are capable of being reduced through mitigation in the longer term (>10years) to a 
level where the effect would no longer be significant. 

There would be a number of residual effects that would be likely to remain significant even after 
mitigation. These include the following. 

 Effects on the character of the local landscape in the Finchale & Kepier Gorge and Brasside 
character areas. 

 Effects on the special qualities of the Frankland, Brasside & Kepier Area of Higher Landscape 
Value which incorporates those local character areas. 

 Effects on the visual amenity of recreational users of the countryside and particularly users 
of Frankland Lane, footpaths in Kepier woods and footpaths south of Kepier woods to 
Carrville. 

Additional significant effects could arise if a taller cable stay bridge option was selected including: 

 Additional effects on the character of the local landscape in the Finchale & Kepier Gorge and 
Brasside character areas and effects in the Cocken, Kepier & Frankland and Low Grange 
character areas. 

 Effects on the visual amenity of some residents in Newton Hall.  
 Effects on the visual amenity of recreational users of the countryside and particularly users 

of Frankland Lane, footpaths in Kepier Woods, footpaths south of Kepier woods to Carrville 
and parkland / nature reserve land at Aykley Heads. 

 Effects on views from the A690 close to the proposed bridge and on views from the East 
Coast Main Line north of the city. 

 Effects on the setting of the heritage assets detailed in the Heritage Impacts Assessment. 



These would need to be considered carefully in the balance of considerations. 
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Figures 

National Character Areas and County Character Areas: Figure 1 

Broad Landscape Types and Character Areas: Figure 2 

Local Character Areas: Figure 3 

Local Landscape Types: Figure 4 

Landscape features: Figure 5 

Landscape designations: Figure 6 

Areas of Higher Landscape Value: Figure 6a 

Historic Parks & Gardens: Figure 6b 

Landscape Strategy: Figure 7 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility: Figure 8 

Visibility of 18m thrust arch bridge: Figure 9 

Visibility of 39m double pylon cable stay bridge: Figure 10 

Visibility of 78m single pylon cable stay bridge: Figure 11 

Mitigation proposals: Figure 12 
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Potential Landscape and visual affects 

Landscape effects 

Landscape Features 

Landform: impacts are described in order running from south-east to north-west 

CH Receptor Sensitivity Potential effect Magnitude Significance 

0 Engineered highway landform 
(L1) / gentle valley side (L2)  

Low Shallow to moderate embankment on eastern leg of roundabout Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

0 Engineered highway landform 
(L1) / gentle valley side (L2)  

Low Shallow to moderate embankment on western leg of roundabout Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

0 Gentle valley side (L2)  Low Shallow cuttings to accommodate roundabout  Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

80-480 Gentle valley side (L2)  Low Shallow to moderate asymmetrical cutting in rising ground. Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

480-570 Moderate valley slopes (L3) Medium Shallow asymmetrical cutting in rising ground. Low Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation. Limited potential for mitigation. Low Minor 

  Option1 and 2:  cable stay bridge with single pylon or double pylon   

570-600 Steep gorge (L4) High Localised modification of upper slopes at abutments Medium  Moderate - 
major 

Residual effects after mitigation Limited potential for mitigation. Medium  Moderate - 
major 



 

600-780 Steep gorge (L4) High None None  None 

780-810 Steep gorge (L4) High Localised modification of upper slopes at abutments Low Moderate 

Residual effects after mitigation Limited potential for mitigation. Low Moderate 

  Option3 & 4:  thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge   

570-600 Steep gorge (L4) High Localised modification of upper slopes at abutments.  Low Moderate 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Moderate 

600-780 

 

Steep gorge (L4) High Construction phase: Some modification to slopes likely to be needed 
for access ramps depending on construction method.  

Medium or 
High 

Moderate – 
major or Major 

Residual effects with mitigation. Areas modified in construction phase 
could be reinstated but likely to be some residual effect on natural 
landform 

Low Moderate 

780-810 Steep gorge (L4) High Localised modification of upper slopes at abutments. Low Moderate 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Moderate 

810 -880 Moderate valley slopes (L5) Medium Shallow to moderate cutting in rising ground. Low Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Minor 

880-
1650 

Gently sloping valley terrace 
(L7) 

Low Shallow to moderate asymmetrical cutting  Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

1650-
1680 

Engineered railway  Low Shallow asymmetrical cutting Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

1794-
2154 

Gently sloping valley terrace 
(L7) 

Low Shallow asymmetrical embankment Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

2154- Gently sloping valley terrace Low Shallow asymmetrical cutting Low Negligible 



 

2290 (L7) 
Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

2290 -
2425 

Gently sloping valley terrace 
(L7) 

Low Shallow asymmetrical embankment Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

  Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML   

2425 -
2607 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Shallow to moderate cutting complex to accommodate roundabout Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2425 -
east 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Shallow to moderate embankment complex on eastern leg Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2639-
2901 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Low to moderate symmetrical cutting Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2901 -
2918 

Moderate valley side (L11) Medium Shallow symmetrical cutting Low Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Minor 

2936-
2996 

Moderate valley side (L11) Medium Low symmetrical embankment Low Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Minor 

2996-
3167 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Low symmetrical embankment Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

  Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML   

2425 -
2607 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Shallow to moderate cutting complex to accommodate roundabout Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2425 -
east 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Shallow to moderate embankment complex on eastern leg Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 



 

2639-
2873 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Moderate to deep symmetrical cutting Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2873-
2951 

Moderate valley side (L11) Medium Shallow to moderate symmetrical cutting Medium Moderate 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Moderate 

2951-
2999 

Moderate valley side (L11) Medium Low symmetrical embankment Low Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Minor 

2999-
3167 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Low symmetrical embankment Low Negligible 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Low Negligible 

  Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML   

2425 - 
2550 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Shallow to moderate cutting complex to accommodate roundabout Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2425-
east 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Shallow to moderate embankment complex on eastern leg Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2550-
2661 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Low to moderate asymmetrical embankment Medium Minor 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. Medium Minor 

2661-
2788 

Moderate valley side (L11) Medium Moderate to high symmetrical embankment High Moderate - 
major 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Some limited potential for easing 
slopes to reduce impacts on south facing slope but planting to 
assimilate them might be the preferred option. 

High Moderate - 
major 

2788-
3248 

Gentle Valley Side (L10) Low Moderate to high symmetrical embankment High Moderate 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Limited potential for mitigation. High Moderate 



 

Trees/ hedges/woodlands/wetlands. Impacts are described in order running from south-east to north-west 

ID Receptor Sensitivity Potential effect Magnitude Significance 

W1 Semi-mature broadleaved 
woodland in highway verge 

Medium Substantial area removed (circa 735 linear m) High Moderate - 
major 

B1 Clipped hedge with occasional 
trees - early post medieval 

High No impact predicted None None 

D1 Ditch and sporadic vegetation Medium Short section removed (circa 35m) Low Minor 

 Options 1 and 2:  cable stay bridge with single or double pylon  

W2 Ancient semi-natural woodland High Impacts would be highly dependent on construction method. Loss of 
area circa 250m2 likely to be needed to accommodate bridge 
abutments. Likely requirement for localised felling /coppicing beneath 
bridge and some further areas of clearance for construction phase  

Medium  Moderate - 
major 

R1 Natural watercourse High No impact predicted None None 

W3 Ancient semi-natural woodland High Impacts would be highly dependent on construction method. Loss of 
area circa 250m2 likely to be needed to accommodate bridge 
abutments. Likely requirement for localised felling /coppicing beneath 
bridge and some further areas of clearance for construction phase 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

 Option3 & 4:  thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge  

W2 Ancient semi-natural woodland High Impacts would be highly dependent on construction method.  Felling / 
coppicing of additional areas likely to be required in construction 
phase. 

Medium or 
High  

Moderate - 
major or Major 

R1 Natural watercourse High Impacts would be highly dependent on construction method.  No 
substantial long-term effects predicted. 

Low Minor 

W3 Ancient semi-natural woodland High Impacts would be highly dependent on construction method.  Felling / 
coppicing of additional areas likely to be required in construction 
phase. 

Medium or 
High  

Moderate - 
major or Major 

B2 Clipped hedge – early post-
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 50m) Medium Moderate - 
major 



 

B3 Clipped hedge – early post-
medieval 

High No direct impact but vulnerable to removal in field rationalisation. High Major 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Hedgerow could be retained as the 
boundary of the highway corridor and trees planted to south. 

None None 

B4 Clipped hedge – early post-
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 50m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

B5 Clipped hedge – early post-
medieval 

High No impact predicted None None 

B6 Clipped hedge – early post-
medieval 

High No direct impact but vulnerable to removal in field rationalisation. High Major 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Hedgerow could be retained as the 
boundary of the highway corridor and trees planted to south. 

None None 

W4 Green Lane – medieval  High Loss of around 40 linear meters and some further loss of vegetation 
likely for bridleway accommodation works. 

Medium  Moderate - 
major 

B7 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High No impact predicted None None 

B8 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 35m).  Remaining sections could be vulnerable to 
removal in field rationalisation. 

High Major 

Residual effects after mitigation.  Hedgerow and trees could be 
retained if alienated field parcels were planted as woodland. 

Low Moderate 

F1 Abandoned railway line and 
associated areas 

Medium Partial removal (circa 25 linear m) Medium Moderate 

W5 Scrub woodland Medium Substantial removal High Moderate - 
major 

B9 Clipped hedge – early post 
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 30m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

B10 Clipped hedge – early post 
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 40m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

W6 Secondary semi-natural woodland High No impact predicted None None 



 

  Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML   

B11 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 40m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

F2 Railway embankment with 
sporadic scrub 

Medium Possible minor modification Low Negligible 

B12 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High No impact predicted None None 

B13 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 45m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

B14 Tall hedge with trees – early post-
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 35m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

W7 Scrub and garden vegetation Medium Localised removal Medium Moderate 

B15 Tall hedge with trees – early post-
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 50m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

B16 Clipped hedge – early post 
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 80m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

P1 Shallow pond Medium Partial removal / modification Low Minor 

B17 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 10m)  Medium Moderate 

  Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML   

B11 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 40m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

F2 Railway embankment with 
sporadic scrub 

Medium Possible minor modification Low Minor 

B12 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High No impact predicted None None 



 

B13 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 60m) High Major 

B14 Tall hedge with trees – early post-
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 45m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

W7 Scrub and garden vegetation Medium Localised removal Medium Moderate 

B15 Tall hedge with trees – early post-
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 50m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

B16 Clipped hedge – early post 
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 80m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

P1 Shallow pond Medium Partial removal / modification Low Minor 

B17 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 10m) with loss of mature trees Medium Moderate 

  Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML   

B11 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 30m) Medium Moderate - 
major 

B18 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 35m)  Medium Moderate - 
major 

W8 Scrub  Medium Removal High Moderate - 
major 

W9 Ancient semi-natural woodland High No impact predicted None None 

B19 Clipped hedge – C20th Medium Substantial removal  High Moderate - 
major 

F2 Railway embankment with 
sporadic scrub 

Medium Possible minor modification Low Minor 

B20 Clipped hedge – early post 
medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 35m) Medium Moderate - 
major 



 

F3 Garden vegetation Medium Minor removal Low Minor 

B17 Hedge with mature trees – early 
post-medieval 

High Partial removal (circa 10m) with loss of mature trees Medium Moderate - 
major 

Landscape Character  

Receptor Sensitivity Potential effect Magnitude Significance 

County Character Areas 

Wear Lowlands Medium The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, 
localised, temporary (construction period) and permanent (post-construction). 

Low Minor 

Broad Landscape Type 

Incised Lowland Valley Medium The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, 
localised, temporary (construction period) and permanent (post-construction). 

Low Minor 

Lowland Valley Terraces Medium The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, 
localised, temporary (construction period) and permanent (post-construction). 

Low Minor 

Broad Character Area 

Northern Wear Valley Medium 

 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a prominent feature in the southern part of the character 
area in a landscape generally lacking structures of that scale. The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be medium, relatively localised and 
permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, localised 
and permanent. Other landscape effects arising from the road in the construction 
and post construction phases would be small and highly localised. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 



 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible or out of 
keeping with the character of the landscape. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be small, highly localised and permanent. Other 
landscape effects arising from the road in the construction and post construction 
phases would be small and highly localised. 

Low  Minor 

Western Valley Terraces Medium The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, 
localised, temporary (construction period) and permanent (post-construction). 

Low Minor 

Eastern Valley Terraces Medium The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, 
localised, temporary (construction period) and permanent (post-construction). 

Low Minor 

Local Character Areas 

Cocken High Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML / Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 

Construction period.  Construction activities north of Brasside would be locally 
intrusive in near views but would not be widely visible across the character area. 
The ZTV predicts visibility but construction activities would be typically screened in 
the shallow views available from the north by intervening landforms and vegetation.  
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be high, localised 
and temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction. Engineered earthworks and moving vehicles would be locally 
intrusive but would not be widely visible across the character area being typically 
screened in the shallow views available by intervening landforms vegetation.  There 
would be localised loss of hedges and a number of mature trees. The proposed 
roundabout and associated traffic would be intrusive in the more rural landscape 
east of the ECML. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would 
be medium, localised and permanent. 

Low  Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced further over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the road 
corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be low, 
localised and permanent. 

Low  Moderate 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Construction period.  As Option 1 and 2 above. The construction of the over-bridge 
would be more visually intrusive in some views from the north. The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be high, localised and temporary 
(short term). 

Low Moderate 



 

Post-construction.  As Option 1 and 2 above. The bridge, engineered 
embankments, and moving traffic would be more visible in some views from the 
north. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be medium, 
localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. As Option 1 and 2 above. The impacts 
described above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and 
adjacent to the road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would be low-medium, localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a prominent or notable feature on the skyline in 
southward views in which there are no other tall structures. The scale of the change 
to the character of the landscape would be medium, widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature. It 
is likely that the pylons would be partially visible on the skyline in some southward 
views although screened and assimilated to some degree by intervening vegetation. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, 
widespread and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4:  thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible, being screened 
in most views by intervening topography or woodland. The scale of the change to 
the character of the landscape would be small, localised and permanent.  

Low Moderate 

Finchale and Kepier Gorge High Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon  

Construction period.  Construction activities would be prominent in near views but 
screened by vegetation elsewhere. Likely requirement for localised felling 
/coppicing beneath bridge and some further areas of clearance for construction 
operations. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be 
likely to be medium, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 



 

Post-construction.  The new bridge would be visually intrusive locally within the 
gorge although not entirely out of keeping with its character. There would be some 
erosion of tranquillity. The tall pylon would be likely to be intermittently and partially 
visible from open ground along the gorge and would be a notable feature in some 
views. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be high, 
localised and permanent. 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impact of the bridge would 
depend in some degree on detailed design and could be reduced in some degree 
by using a visually recessive colour. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would remain medium, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2 cable stay bridge with two pylons 

Construction period.  Construction activities would be prominent in near views but 
screened by vegetation elsewhere. Likely requirement for localised felling 
/coppicing beneath bridge and some further areas of clearance for construction 
operations. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be 
medium, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction.  The new bridge would be visually intrusive locally within the 
gorge although not entirely out of keeping with its character. The bridge pylons 
would be likely to be intermittently and partially visible from open ground along the 
gorge. There would be some erosion of tranquillity. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be medium, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impact of the bridge would 
depend in some degree on detailed design and could be reduced in some degree 
by using a visually recessive colour. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would remain medium, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

Construction period.  Construction activities would be prominent in near views but 
screened by vegetation elsewhere. Likely requirement for localised felling 
/coppicing beneath bridge and more extensive areas of clearance for construction 
operations. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be 
high, localised and temporary (short term). 

Medium Moderate 

Post-construction. Localised visual intrusion of new bridge in the incised gorge 
although not out of keeping with its character. Erosion of tranquillity. The scale of 
the change to the character of the landscape would be medium or high depending 
on impacts ion landform and vegetation, localised and permanent. 

Medium or 
High  

Moderate – 
major or Major 



 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The effects of the proposals could be 
reduced by adopting a working method that limited impacts on vegetation and 
topography and reinstated naturalistic landforms and native woodland where 
damaged. The impact of the bridge would depend in some degree on detailed 
design and could be reduced in some degree by using a visually recessive colour. 
The residual scale of change to the character of the landscape would be medium, 
localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Kepier & Frankland High Construction period.  Construction activities in parts of the southern section of the 
route would be visible in some views from higher ground as relatively small features 
in complex panoramic view. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would be small, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. Engineered earthworks and vehicle movements would be 
intermittently visible in some views from higher ground but would be largely 
screened by existing topography and vegetation.  The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be small, localised and permanent.  

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced further over time by structural landscaping. The scale of the change to 
the character of the landscape would be small, localised and permanent. 

low Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a prominent feature over much of the character area in 
a landscape lacking in comparably tall structures. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be high, widespread and permanent. 

High Major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable, locally prominent feature, in views 
from higher ground. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape 
would be medium, relatively widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be generally visible other than 
from the highest ground and would not be prominent in those views.  The scale of 
the change to the character of the landscape would be small, highly localised and 
permanent.  

Low Minor 

Brasside Medium Construction period.  Construction activities would be visible at close quarters. The 
scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be high, widely visible 
in the southern half of the character area and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 



 

Post-construction. Engineered earthworks and moving vehicles would be intrusive 
and would erode the rural character and tranquillity of the area. There would be loss 
of hedges and a number of trees and interruption to linear features including the 
railway path and Frankland Lane. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would be high, widely visible in the southern half of the character area, 
and permanent. 

High Moderate - 
major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The effects described above could be 
reduced in some degree by retaining hedges that could be lost to future 
rationalisation and by structure planting within and adjacent to the road.  With 
substantial planting the scale of the change to the character of the landscape would 
be medium-high, widely visible and permanent. 

Medium-high Moderate to 
Moderate -
major 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be a prominent feature over much of the 
character area and would be visually dominant in the southern part of the area 
within around 1000m. The effect on the character of the landscape would be high, 
widespread and permanent. 

High Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The twin pylons of the bridge would be prominent features in the southern part of 
the area and visually dominant within around 500m.  The effect on the character of 
the landscape would be high, widespread and permanent. 

High Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The superstructure of a thrust arch bridge would be relatively prominent in views 
from the southern part of the area but would not visually dominant other than within 
around 250m.  The impact of the superstructure could be reduced by using a 
visually recessive earth colour. The effect on the character of the landscape would 
be medium, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Hagg House Medium Construction period. Construction activities north of Brasside would be visible in 
views from the higher ground but forming a relatively small part of wide panoramic 
views to the east. Much of this area is allocated for housing and therefore its visual 
environment and character can be expected to change significantly before the 
proposed road is constructed. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would be medium, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 



 

Post-construction. Engineered earthworks and moving vehicles would be intrusive 
in some degree but would be seen in the context of the existing and developing 
settlement edge in views from this area. Much of the road would be screened by 
proposed built development. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would be low, localised and permanent.  

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The effects described above would be 
reduced to some degree by structural landscaping within the road corridor. The 
scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be low, localised and 
permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a relatively prominent feature in southward views from 
higher ground over urban development. The scale of the change to the character of 
the landscape would be medium, widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature in 
southward views from higher ground over urban development. The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be low, widespread and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible or prominent. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, highly 
localised and permanent.  

Low Minor 

Low Grange Medium Construction period. The ZTV predicts visibility but much of the route would be 
screened in general views of the area by intervening vegetation. Construction 
activities on the leg south of the river would be visible at close quarters. The scale 
of the change to the character of the landscape would be high, localised and 
temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. The ZTV predicts visibility but much of the route would be 
screened in general views of the area by intervening vegetation. Engineered 
earthworks and moving traffic would be visible at close quarters in the immediate 
vicinity. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be high, 
localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The visibility of intrusive elements 
would be reduced in some degree by structural landscaping.  The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be high, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 



 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a relatively prominent and locally dominant feature in 
views across the character area where existing infrastructure is often already 
prominent. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be 
high, widespread and permanent. 

High Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable, locally prominent feature in views 
across the character area where existing infrastructure is often already prominent. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be medium, 
widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible other than in 
near views or distant views from higher ground where it would not be prominent and 
generally well assimilated by woodland. The scale of the change to the character of 
the landscape would be small, widespread and permanent.  

Low Minor 

Ramside High Construction period. The ZTV predicts visibility but construction activities would be 
typically screened in the shallow views available by intervening landforms and 
vegetation. Should some elements be visible they would be small features in 
visually complex views. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape 
would be small, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction. The ZTV predicts visibility but the road and traffic would be 
typically screened in the shallow views available by intervening landforms and 
vegetation. Should some elements be visible they would be small features in 
visually complex views. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape 
would be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be reduced further by structural landscaping and 
would be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

  Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

  A tall single pylon would be a relatively prominent feature where visible but would 
be often screened by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be low, widespread and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

  Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 



 

  A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature 
where visible but would be often screened by intervening vegetation. The scale of 
the change to the character of the landscape would be small, widespread and 
permanent. 

Low Moderate 

  Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

  A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible or prominent. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, highly 
localised and permanent.  

None or Low Minor 

Lumley Medium Construction period. Construction activities on the section north of Brasside would 
be visible from higher ground south of Lumley but typically screened in the shallow 
views available from lower ground by intervening vegetation. The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be small, localised and temporary 
(short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. The ZTV predicts visibility but the road and traffic would be 
typically screened in the shallow views available by intervening buildings and 
vegetation. Should some elements be visible they would be small features in 
visually complex views. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape 
would be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be reduced further by structural landscaping and 
would be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a notable or relatively prominent feature in southward 
views lacking in features of comparable height. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be medium, widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature in 
southward views. The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would 
be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible or prominent. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, localised 
and permanent.  

Low Minor 



 

Kimblesworth and Findon Medium Construction period. No impact predicted None None 

Post-construction.  No impact predicted None None 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a notable feature in panoramic views across the visually 
complex settled Wear Lowlands. The scale of the change to the character of the 
landscape would be medium, widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a visible but not particularly notable feature in 
panoramic views across the visually complex settled Wear Lowlands. The scale of 
the change to the character of the landscape would be small, widespread and 
permanent 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible or prominent. 
The scale of the change to the character of the landscape would be small, localised 
and permanent.  

Low Minor 

Sniperley Medium Construction period. No impact predicted None None 

Post-construction.  No impact predicted None None 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon could be visible in some views though likely to be generally 
screened from view by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be small, localised and permanent. 
The baseline conditions of the landscape are likely to change with development of 
the land for housing allocated in the County Durham Plan. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure could be visible in some views though likely to be generally 
screened from view by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of the 
change to the character of the landscape would be small, localised and permanent. 
The baseline conditions of the landscape are likely to change with development of 
the land for housing allocated in the County Durham Plan. 

Low Minor 



 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted  None None 

Designated Landscapes (including non-designated but locally listed landscapes) 

Receptor Sensitivity Potential effect Magnitude Significance 

Areas of Higher Landscape Value 

Frankland Brasside & Kepier 
Area of Higher Landscape 
Value 

High Construction period (excluding bridge).  Construction activities would be visible and 
locally intrusive in views of the central part of the AHLV, but less so in the north and 
south. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be high, relatively 
localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction (excluding bridge). Engineered earthworks and moving vehicles 
would be intrusive and would erode the rural character and tranquillity of the area. 
There would be some loss of mature trees and historic hedges and interruption of 
public rights of way / footpaths including the railway path and Frankland Lane.  The 
effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be high, relatively localised and 
permanent.  

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (excluding bridge). The effects 
described above could be reduced in some degree by retaining hedges that could 
be lost to future rationalisation and by structure planting within and adjacent to the 
road. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be medium-high, 
relatively localised and permanent. 

Medium-high Major 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

Construction period.  Erection of the tall pylon would be widely visible. Likely 
requirement for localised felling /coppicing beneath bridge and some further areas 
of clearance for construction operations. The effect on the special qualities of the 
AHLV would be high, relatively widespread in the central part of the AHLV and 
temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction.  The tall pylon of the bridge would be a prominent feature over 
much of the AHLV and would be visually dominant within around 1000m. There 
would be some erosion of tranquillity in the gorge. The new bridge would be visually 
intrusive locally within the gorge although not entirely out of keeping with its 
character. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be high, relatively 
widespread in the central part of the AHLV and permanent. 

High Major 



 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impact of the bridge would 
depend in some degree on detailed design and could be reduced in some degree 
by using a visually recessive colour. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV 
would be high, relatively widespread in the central part of the AHLV and permanent. 

High Major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

Construction period.  Erection of the pylons would be widely visible. Likely 
requirement for localised felling /coppicing beneath bridge and some further areas 
of clearance for construction operations. The effect on the special qualities of the 
AHLV would be high, relatively widespread in the central part of the AHLV and 
temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction.  The twin pylons of the bridge would relatively prominent features 
over much of the AHLV and would be visually dominant within around 500m. There 
would be some erosion of tranquillity in the gorge. The new bridge would be visually 
intrusive locally within the gorge although not entirely out of keeping with its 
character. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be medium-high, 
relatively widespread in the central part of the AHLV and permanent. 

Medium-high Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impact of the bridge would 
depend in some degree on detailed design and could be reduced in some degree 
by using a visually recessive colour. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV 
would be medium-high, relatively widespread in the central part of the AHLV and 
permanent. 

Medium-high Major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

Construction period.  Construction activities would be prominent in near views but 
screened by vegetation elsewhere. Likely requirement for localised felling 
/coppicing beneath bridge and more extensive areas of clearance for construction 
operations. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be high, localised 
and temporary (short term). 

Medium Moderate 

  Post-construction. Localised visual intrusion of new bridge in the incised gorge 
although not out of keeping with its character. The superstructure of a thrust arch 
bridge would be notable in wider views but would not be visually dominant other 
than within around 250m. There would be an erosion of the tranquillity of the gorge. 
The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be medium or high depending 
on impacts on landform and vegetation (ancient woodland), localised and 
permanent. 

Medium or 
High 

Moderate – 
major or Major 



 

  Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The effects of the proposals could be 
reduced by adopting a working method that limited impacts on vegetation and 
topography and reinstated naturalistic landforms and native woodland where 
damaged. The impact of the bridge would depend in some degree on detailed 
design and could be reduced in some degree by using a visually recessive colour. 
The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be medium, localised and 
permanent. 

Note: This assumes high levels of mitigation from the construction method through 
to restoration and management, and would be higher (up to high adverse) if this 
was not in place 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Lumley Harbour House & 
Cocken Area of Higher 
Landscape Value 

High Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML / Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 

Construction period. Construction activities north of Brasside would be locally 
intrusive in near views but would not be widely visible across the AHLV. The ZTV 
predicts visibility but construction activities would be typically screened in the 
shallow views available from the north by intervening landforms and vegetation.  
The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be high, localised and 
temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction. Engineered earthworks and moving vehicles would be locally 
intrusive but would not be widely visible across the AHLV being typically screened 
in the shallow views available by intervening landforms and vegetation.  There 
would be localised loss of hedges and a number of mature trees. The proposed 
roundabout and associated traffic would be intrusive in the more rural landscape 
east of the ECML. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be 
medium, localised and permanent. 

Low  Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced further over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the road 
corridor. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be low, localised and 
permanent. 

Low  Moderate 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Construction period.  As Option 1 and 2 above. The construction of the over-bridge 
would be more visually intrusive in some views from the north. The effect on the 
special qualities of the AHLV would be high, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction.  As Option 1 and 2 above. The bridge, engineered 
embankments, and moving traffic would be more visible in some views from the 
north. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be medium, localised 
and permanent. 

Low Moderate 



 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. As Option 1 and 2 above. The impacts 
described above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and 
adjacent to the road corridor. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would 
be low-medium, localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a prominent or notable feature on the skyline in 
southward views in which there are no other tall structures. The effect on the 
special qualities of the AHLV would be medium, widespread and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature. It 
is likely that the pylons would be partially visible on the skyline in some southward 
views although screened and assimilated to some degree by intervening vegetation. 
The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be small, widespread and 
permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4:  thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible, being screened 
in most views by intervening topography or woodland. The effect on the special 
qualities of the AHLV would be negligible / small, localised and permanent.  

None or Low Minor 

Ramside & Moorhouse Area of 
Higher Landscape Value 

High Construction period (excluding bridge). The ZTV predicts visibility but construction 
activities would be typically screened in the shallow views available by intervening 
landforms and vegetation. Should some elements be visible they would be small 
features in visually complex views. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV 
would be small, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction (excluding bridge). The ZTV predicts visibility but the road and 
traffic would be typically screened in the shallow views available by intervening 
landforms and vegetation. Should some elements be visible they would be small 
features in visually complex views. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV 
would be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be reduced further by structural landscaping. The 
effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be small, localised and permanent 

None - low Minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 



 

A tall single pylon would be a relatively prominent feature where visible but would 
be often screened by intervening vegetation. The effect on the special qualities of 
the AHLV would be low, widespread and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature 
where visible but would be often screened by intervening vegetation. The effect on 
the special qualities of the AHLV would be small, widespread and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

  A low thrust arch or multi-span structure would not be widely visible or prominent. 
The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be very small, highly localised 
and permanent.  

None or Low Minor 

Durham City High Construction period (excluding bridge). Construction activities in the east would be 
visible in some views from higher ground but as relatively small and distant 
features. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be small, localised 
and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction (excluding bridge). The operational highway in the east would be 
visible in some views from higher ground but as relatively small and distant 
features. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be small, localised 
and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the landscape would be reduced further by structural landscaping. The 
effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be small, localised and permanent 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a relatively prominent feature in views from higher 
ground northwards along the valley some of which take in the WHS and Penshaw 
monument. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be low-medium, 
localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable feature in views from higher ground 
northwards along the valley some of which take in the WHS and Penshaw 
monument. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would be low-medium, 
localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 



 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

  A low thrust arch structure would be visible but not prominent. A multi-span 
structure would not be visible. The effect on the special qualities of the AHLV would 
be very small, highly localised and permanent.  

None or Low Minor 

Shincliffe & Sherburnhouse 
Beck Area of Higher Landscape 
Value 

High No impact predicted None None 

Historic Parks & Gardens 

Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest  

Old Durham Gardens (Register 
of Parks and Gardens of 
Special Historic interest in 
England) 

Outside of 2k study area 

High No impact predicted None None 

Historic Parks, Gardens and Designed Landscapes of Local Interest 

Finchale Priory High Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML / Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 

Construction period (highway only).  No physical effects. Construction activities in 
the railway crossing areas would be visible from the southern part of Redhouse Gill. 
There are no known designed elements in that area (the boundary is identified as 
uncertain) and views are restricted by vegetation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible or low, very localised 
and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor  

Post-construction (highway only).  The operational highway east of the ECML would 
be visible from the southern part of Redhouse Gill. The scale of the change to the 
character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible or low, very localised 
and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced further over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the road 
corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting 
would be negligible or low, very localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 



 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Construction period.  A section of the highway would cross the shallow head of the 
Redhouse Gill. There are no known designed elements in that area (the boundary is 
identified as uncertain). Construction activities would be visible from the western 
edges of the Redhouse Gill complex – again there are no known designed elements 
in that area and views are restricted by vegetation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the park would be low, localised and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction.  The bridge and operational highway east of the ECML would be 
visible from the western edges of the Redhouse Gill complex. There would be some 
loss of scrub vegetation in the shallow head of the Gill. The scale of the change to 
the character of the park would be low, localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the road corridor. 
The scale of the change to the character of the park would be low, localised and 
permanent.  

Low Moderate 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

A tall single pylon would be a prominent or notable feature on the skyline in views 
from some of the edges of the site, but due to its enclosed nature the influence 
would be localised and would not affect known walks or views. The scale of the 
change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be low, localised and 
permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

A double pylon structure would be a notable but not particularly prominent feature 
on the skyline in views from some of the edges of the site, but due to its enclosed 
nature the influence would be localised and would not affect known walks or views. 
The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be 
low, localised and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4:  thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted None  None 

Kepier Hospital   High Construction period (highway only). The ZTV indicates some potential visibility but 
this is likely to be very limited due to the screening effects of vegetation. The scale 
of the change to the character of the site in respect of setting would be negligible / 
low, localised and temporary (short term). 

None or Low None or Minor 



 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV indicates some potential visibility of the 
operational highway but this is likely to be very limited due to the screening effects 
of vegetation. The scale of the change to the character of the site in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the road corridor. 
The scale of the change to the character of the site in respect of setting would be 
negligible / low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the northern skyline in some 
views but screened or filtered by vegetation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the site in respect of setting would be low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

No impact predicted None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted None None 

Harbour House Park High Construction period (highway only). No physical effects. The ZTV predicts visibility 
but likely to be largely obscured by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change 
to the character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible /low, 
widespread and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be largely 
obscured by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change to the character of the 
park in respect of setting would be negligible / low, widespread and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (highway only). The impacts described 
above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the 
road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent.   

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 



 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. 
The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be 
low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views, but as small features screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. The scale of 
the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be low, localised 
and permanent 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but likely to be 
obscured by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Southill Park High Construction period (highway only). No physical effects. The ZTV predicts visibility 
but likely to be obscured by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change to the 
character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible / low, widespread and 
temporary (short term). 

None or Low None or Minor 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be 
obscured by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change to the character of the 
park in respect of setting would be negligible / low, widespread and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (highway only). The impacts described 
above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the 
road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent.   

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. 
The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be 
low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views, but as small features screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. The scale of 
the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be low, localised 
and permanent 

Low Minor 



 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but likely to be 
obscured by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Cocken Hall High Construction period (highway only). No physical effects. The ZTV predicts localised 
visibility from higher ground but likely to be largely obscured by intervening 
vegetation. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting 
would be negligible /low, localised and temporary (short term). 

None or Low None or Minor 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV predicts localised visibility from higher 
ground but likely to be largely obscured by intervening vegetation. The scale of the 
change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible / low, 
localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (highway only). The impacts described 
above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the 
road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent.   

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. 
The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be 
low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views, but as small features screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. The scale of 
the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be low, localised 
and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure from higher ground 
but likely to be largely obscured by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change 
to the character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible / low, localised 
and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 



 

Ramside High Construction period (highway only). No physical effects. The ZTV predicts visibility 
but likely to be largely obscured by vegetation both within the park and on 
intervening land. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and temporary (short term). 

None or Low None or Minor 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be largely 
obscured by vegetation both within the park and on intervening land. The scale of 
the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible / 
low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (highway only). The impacts described 
above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the 
road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent.   

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible on the western skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation 
within the park and on intervening land. The scale of the change to the character of 
the park in respect of setting would be low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible on the western skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation 
within the park and on intervening land. The scale of the change to the character of 
the park in respect of setting would be low, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure from higher ground 
but likely to be largely obscured by intervening vegetation within the park. The scale 
of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be negligible / 
low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Crook Hall High Construction period (highway only). No physical effects. The ZTV predicts visibility 
but likely to be largely obscured by vegetation both within the gardens and on 
intervening land. The scale of the change to the character of the gardens in respect 
of setting would be negligible / low, localised and temporary (short term). 

None or Low None or Minor 



 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be largely 
obscured by vegetation both within the gardens and on intervening land. The scale 
of the change to the character of the gardens in respect of setting would be 
negligible / low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (highway only). The impacts described 
above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the 
road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the gardens in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent.   

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible on the northern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation 
within the gardens and on intervening land. Principle views are to the south-east. 
The scale of the change to the character of the gardens in respect of setting would 
be low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible on the northern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation 
within the gardens and on intervening land. Principle views are to the south-east. 
The scale of the change to the character of the gardens in respect of setting would 
be low, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted None  None 

Wharton Park High Construction period (highway only). No physical effects. The ZTV predicts visibility 
but likely to be largely obscured by vegetation both within the park and on 
intervening land. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and temporary (short term). 

None or Minor None or Minor 

Post-construction (highway only).  The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be largely 
obscured by vegetation both within the park and on intervening land. The scale of 
the change to the character of the gardens in respect of setting would be negligible 
/ low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation (highway only). The impacts described 
above would be reduced over time by structural landscaping in and adjacent to the 
road corridor. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of 
setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent.   

None or Low None or Minor 



 

Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible on the north-eastern skyline in 
some views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by 
vegetation within the park and on intervening land. Principle views are to the south-
east. The scale of the change to the character of the parks in respect of setting 
would be low, localised and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible on the north-eastern skyline in 
some views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by 
vegetation within the park and on intervening land. Principle views are to the south-
east. The scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting 
would be low, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted None  None 

Sniperley Hall 

Outside of 2k study area 

High Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts some visibility. The upper parts of the structure could be visible 
above buildings and vegetation on the edge of city but only as a small feature. The 
scale of the change to the character of the park in respect of setting would be 
negligible / low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The ZTV predicts some visibility but likely to be obscured by intervening buildings 
and vegetation. 

None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but likely to be 
obscured by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Sherburn Hospital   

Outside of 2k study area 

 

High Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts some visibility but likely to be obscured by intervening buildings 
and vegetation. 

None None 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 



 

No impact predicted None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted None None 

Durham Peninsula 

1 Castle Precincts 
2 Cathedral Precincts 
3 Peninsula Gardens 
4 Riverbanks 

Outside of 2k study area 

 

High Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts some visibility but in ground level views likely to be obscured by 
intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of the change to the character of 
the site in respect of setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The ZTV predicts some visibility but in ground level views likely to be obscured by 
intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of the change to the character of 
the site in respect of setting would be negligible / low, localised and permanent. 

None or Low None or Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some limited visibility but in ground level views likely to be 
obscured by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Mount Oswald   

Outside of 2k study area 

High Bridge option1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be obscured by intervening buildings and 
vegetation. 

None None 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be obscured by intervening buildings and 
vegetation. 

None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but likely to be 
obscured by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Visual Effects 

Receptor Sensitivity Potential effect Magnitude Significance 



 

Local residents  

Residential properties and 
public vantage points in Newton 
Hall (North) 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities could be visible 
in close range views from properties on the edge of the Newton Hall (Finchale Road 
/ Newton Grange area). The scale of the change in the view could be large for those 
properties with open views and would be temporary (short term). 

Medium Moderate-
major 

Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML and Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 

Post-construction. The proposed road and moving traffic would be likely to be a 
notable feature. The scale of the change in the view would be high and temporary 
(medium-term). 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Structural landscaping within and 
outside of the road corridor could screen and assimilate the road to a substantial 
degree if well designed. The scale of the change in the view arising from the road 
itself would be small and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Post-construction. The proposed road and moving traffic would be likely to be a 
notable feature. The scale of the change in the view would be high and temporary 
(medium-term). 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Structural landscaping within and 
outside of the road corridor could screen and assimilate the road to a substantial 
degree if well designed. The scale of the change in the view arising from the road 
itself would be small and permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible in some southward views, often 
screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of change in the view 
would be typically low 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible in some southward views but would 
generally be screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of change 
in the view would be typically low 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 



 

 The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but the structure 
would be likely to be screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Residential properties and 
public vantage points in Newton 
Hall (East) 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities such as site 
compound, plant and materials storage could be visible in views from residential 
properties and public vantage points (public open space, streets and footways) at 
relatively close proximity but would be generally screened or heavily filtered by 
intervening vegetation in Low Newton Junction. Where outward views are available 
the scale of the change in the view would vary from small to medium and would be 
temporary. 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction. The highway and moving traffic would be visible, screened or 
heavily filtered by vegetation. Where outward views are available the scale of the 
change in the view would be typically low and would be permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Additional structural landscaping to 
increase the visual density of existing screening vegetation would reduce impacts 
further. The scale of the change in the view would be low and would be permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible above the skyline to the east and 
would be a prominent feature in the view. The scale of the change in open views 
would be typically medium and would be permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible above the skyline to the east and 
would be relatively prominent features in the view. The scale of the change in open 
views would be typically low to medium and would be permanent. 

Low - Medium Medium 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

  The upper parts of a thrust arch structure could be visible below the skyline to the 
east but would be largely screened by intervening vegetation and would not be 
prominent. The scale of the change in open views would be typically low and would 
be permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Residential properties and 
public vantage points in 
Brasside 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
at close quarters from properties in the west of Brasside, largely screened or filtered 
by vegetation in the case of properties in the north.  The scale of the change in the 
view for some properties would be large and would be temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML and Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 



 

Post-construction. The road, roundabout and associated lighting and vehicle 
movements would be visible at close quarters from properties in the west of 
Brasside, largely screened or filtered by vegetation in the case of properties in the 
north.  The scale of the change in the view would be large for properties in the 
south and would be temporary (medium term). 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Robust structure planting east of the 
road would reduce visual intrusion.  The scale of the change in the view would 
reduce to low and would be permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Post-construction. The road, roundabout and associated lighting and vehicle 
movements would be visible at close quarters from properties in the west of 
Brasside, largely screened or filtered by vegetation in the case of properties in the 
north.  The scale of the change in the view would be large for properties in the 
south and would be permanent. 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Robust structure planting east of the 
road would reduce visual intrusion.  The scale of the change in the view would 
reduce to low and would be permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible in some southward views but 
would be generally screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of 
change in the view would be typically low. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible in some southward views but 
would be generally screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of 
change in the view would be typically low. 

Low Moderate 

 Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but the structure 
would be likely to be screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None None 

Residential properties and 
public vantage points in 
Gilesgate Moor 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
on the skyline to the north-west in views from properties on the western edge of 
Gilesgate Moor across the A690. The scale of the change in the view would be 
small and would be temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 



 

Post-construction.  Moving traffic could be visible on the skyline to the north-west in 
views from properties on the western edge of Gilesgate Moor across the A690 
although much of this would be in cutting behind the ridge. The scale of the change 
in the view would be small and temporary (medium term). 

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation: Structure planting within and adjacent 
to the highway would screen moving traffic. The scale of the change in the view 
would be small and permanent.  

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible above the skyline to the north-west 
and would be a prominent feature in the view. There would be a variety of views 
within the urban fabric where the upper part of the structure was visible above and 
between buildings. The scale of the change in the view would vary from small to 
medium and would be permanent.  

Low -medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible above the skyline to the east and 
would be relatively prominent features in the view. The scale of the change in the 
view would vary from small to medium and would be permanent. 

Low to 
Medium 

Moderate  

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The upper parts of a thrust arch structure would be visible above the skyline to the 
east but would not be prominent. The scale of the change in the view would be 
small and would be permanent. A multi-span bridge would not be visible. 

Low Minor 

Residential properties and 
public vantage points in 
Claypath / The Sands  

 

High Construction period. Some construction operations and ancillary activities would be 
visible on the skyline to the north-west in views from properties on higher ground. 
The scale of the change in the view would be small and would be temporary (short 
term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction.  Some moving traffic could be visible on the skyline to the north-
west in views from properties on higher ground but much of this would be in cutting 
behind the ridge and out of view. The scale of the change in the view would be 
small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation: Structure planting within and adjacent 
to the highway would screen moving traffic. The scale of the change in the view 
would be small and permanent.  

Low Minor 



 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be prominent on the skyline to the north-west 
above and between buildings and from The Sands. The scale of the change in the 
view would vary from small to medium and would be permanent.  

Low to 
Medium 

Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible on the skyline to the north-west 
above and between buildings and from The Sands but would not be particularly 
prominent. The scale of the change in the view would be small and would be 
permanent 

Low  Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The structure would not generally be visible from this area. None None 

Residential properties and 
public vantage points in 
Belmont / Carrville 

High Construction period. No impact predicted None None 

Post-construction. No impact predicted None None 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible in some views above and between 
buildings but would be generally screened by intervening buildings. The scale of the 
change in the view would be small and would be permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible in some views above and between 
buildings but would be generally screened by intervening buildings. The scale of the 
change in the view would be small and would be permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

No impact predicted None None 

Residential properties at 
Finchale College 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities such as site 
compound, plant and materials storage could be visible in views heavily filtered by 
existing woodland from a small number or properties and POS on the south-eastern 
edge of the proposed housing. Where such views are available the scale of the 
change in the view would be small and temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 



 

Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML and Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 

Post-construction. Northern parts of the operational highway could be visible in 
views heavily filtered by existing woodland from a small number or properties and 
POS on the south-eastern edge of the proposed housing. Where such views are 
available the scale of the change in the view would be small and temporary. 

Low Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Tree and hedgerow planting within or 
adjacent to the highway corridor would reduce visual intrusion further.  The scale of 
the change in the view would be negligible / small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Post-construction. The operational highway and vehicle movements would be 
visible in views heavily filtered by existing woodland from a small number or 
properties and POS on the south-eastern edge of the proposed housing. Where 
such views are available the scale of the change in the view would be small-
medium and permanent. 

Low-medium Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Tree and hedgerow planting within or 
adjacent to the highway corridor would reduce visual intrusion further.  The scale of 
the change in the view would be small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible in southward views from a small 
number of properties and areas of POS but would be generally screened or heavily 
filtered by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of change in the view 
would be small. 

Low 
Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible in some southward views from a 
small number of properties but would be generally screened or heavily filtered by 
intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of change in the view would be 
small. 

Low 
Minor 

 Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts some visibility of a thrust arch superstructure but the structure 
would be likely to be screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. 

None 
None 



 

Walkers, cyclists and horse riders (footpaths, bridleways, cycle-ways and access land) 

Frankland Lane (Weardale 
Way) 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities in the central 
part of the road corridor would be visible at close quarters. The route would be 
physically interrupted by, or diverted around, operations. The scale of change in the 
view would be high and temporary (short term). 

Medium Moderate-
major 

Post-construction.  The road and moving traffic in the central part of the road 
corridor would be visible at close quarters and would erode the tranquillity and 
scenic quality of the walk between Brasside House and The Scroggs.  The scale of 
change in the view would be high. 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. Robust structure planting outside of 
the highway corridor could reduce impacts wider impacts on the route. The residual 
scale of the change in the view would be medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be a prominent or dominant feature from nearby 
sections of the route. The scale of change in the view would be large. 

High Major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons would be prominent features in views from nearby sections of the 
route. The scale of change in the view would be medium. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The superstructure of a thrust arch structure would be relatively prominent in views 
from nearby sections of the route. The scale of change in the view would be low. A 
multi-span bridge would not be visible. 

Low Moderate 

Footpaths and bridleways in the 
Wear Valley south of the road 
corridor. 

Bridleways 

0050000019 Kepier banks 

0310000007 Weardale Way 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
from some sections of path on higher ground but generally screened from view by 
topography and vegetation. The scale of change in the view would be none to 
medium and temporary (short term). 

Low Moderate 

Post-construction.  Sections of the road and moving traffic could be visible in views 
from short sections of path on high ground but would not be generally visible. The 
scale of change in the view would be none to low and permanent 

None to Low None to minor 



 

Footpaths 

0050000001 Wear south bank 

0050000002 Kepier 

0050000003 Kepier 

0050000005 Carville 

0310000075 Kepier banks 

0310000001a Weardale Way 

0310000002 Barker’s Haugh 

0310000118 Frankland Fm. 

0450000009 Newton Hall 

 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. Structure planting within and outside 
of the highway corridor would reduce impacts further. The scale of change in the 
view would be none to low and permanent 

None to Low None to minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be a prominent feature in views from much of the 
network in this area.  The scale of change in the view would be medium and 
permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons would be visible but not particularly prominent features in views 
from parts of the network. The scale of change in the view would be typically low. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

Footpaths and bridleways in 
Kepier Woods 

Footpaths 

0050000001 Kepier Wood 

0050000005 Kepier Wood 

 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
from close quarters in the immediate vicinity but not generally from elsewhere in the 
gorge.  The scale of change in the view would be high and temporary (short term). 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Post-construction.  The bridge would be visible on close views in which the effect 
would be high. The scale of change in the visual environment of the footpath in the 
round would be of a medium magnitude. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. No specific mitigation of visual effects 
proposed. The scale of change in near views would remain high and the effect on 
the overall visual environment would remain medium. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

As above. The tall pylon would be also be visible through the canopy from some 
additional nearby sections of path.  

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

As above. The tall pylons would also be visible through the canopy from some 
additional nearby sections of path.  

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 



 

As above the superstructure of a thrust-arch structure would also be visible through 
the canopy from some additional nearby sections of path. The piers of a multi-span 
structure would be more intrusive in near views within the gorge. 

Medium Moderate-
major 

Footpaths 0050000007 Carville 
and unmade path running north 
of A690. 

 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
at close quarters. The routes would be physically obstructed by or diverted around 
the works. The scale of change in the view would be high and temporary (medium 
term). 

Medium Moderate-
major 

Post-construction.  The road and moving traffic in the eastern part of the road 
corridor would be visible at close quarters.  The scale of change in the view would 
be high and permanent. 

High Major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. Structure planting within and adjacent 
to the highway corridor could reduce impacts. The residual scale of the change in 
the view would be medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be a dominant feature in views from the paths. 
The scale of change in the view would be large. 

High Major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons would be prominent or dominant features in views from the paths. 
The scale of change in the view would be large. 

High Major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The superstructure of a thrust arch bridge would be prominent in views from the 
paths. The scale of change in the view would be medium. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Footpaths to the north-east – 
Moorhouse and Mallygill 

130000011 Raintonpark 

130000010 Raintonpark 

130000010 Mallygill 

130000009 Moorhouse 

005000013 Moorhouse 

005000022 Moorhouse 

High Construction period. None predicted None None 

Post-construction.  None predicted None None 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be a prominent feature in open southward views, 
but most routes lie within woodland or screened by the railway embankment. The 
scale of change in the view would be typically low 

Low Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 



 

The twin pylons of the bridge would be visible in open southward views, but most 
routes lie within woodland or screened by the railway embankment. The scale of 
change in the view would be typically low 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

Footpaths to the north-west 
Sniperley and Kimblesworth 

1280000004 Kimblesworth Gge. 

0450000005 Sniperley 

0450000004 Sniperley 

 

 

High Construction period. None predicted None None 

Post-construction.  None predicted None None 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge could be visible in some views to the east but would 
generally be screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of change 
in the view would be typically low 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons of the bridge could be visible in some views to the east but would 
generally be screened by intervening buildings and vegetation. The scale of change 
in the view would be typically low 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

Access land: Aykley heads High Construction period.  Construction activities in parts of the southern section of the 
route would be visible as relatively small features in complex panoramic views. The 
scale of the change in the view would be small and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. Engineered earthworks and vehicle movements would be 
intermittently visible but would be largely screened by existing topography and 
vegetation.  The scale of the change in the view would be small and permanent.  

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced further over time by structural landscaping. The scale of the change in 
the view would be small, localised and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 



 

A tall single pylon would be a prominent feature in eastward views. The scale of the 
change in the view would be high and permanent. 

High Major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with two pylons 

A double pylon structure would be a notable, locally prominent feature. The scale of 
the change in the view would be medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

A low thrust arch or multi-span feature would not be generally visible other than 
from the highest ground and would not be prominent in those views.  The scale of 
the change to the view would be small and permanent.  

Low Minor 

Access land: Low Newton 
Junction LNR 

High Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
from the edges of the LNR at close quarters but would be generally screened or 
heavily filtered by intervening vegetation. The scale of the change in the view would 
be typically small and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. The highway and moving traffic would be visible from the edges 
of the LNR at close quarters but would be generally screened or heavily filtered by 
intervening vegetation. The scale of the change in the view would be typically small 
and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Additional structural landscaping to 
increase the visual density of existing screening vegetation would reduce impacts 
further. The scale of the change in the view would be typically small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure would be visible from the edges of the LNR but 
would be generally screened or heavily filtered by intervening vegetation and 
topography. The scale of the change in the view would be typically small and 
permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structures would be visible from the edges of the LNR but 
would be generally screened or heavily filtered by intervening vegetation and 
topography. The scale of the change in the view would be typically small and 
permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 



 

The upper parts of a thrust arch structure could be visible from the edges of the 
LNR but would be generally screened or heavily filtered by intervening vegetation 
and topography. The scale of the change in the view would be typically small and 
permanent. 

Low Minor 

Motorists (roads) 

A1(M) Medium Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities could be visible 
in some localised areas but would generally be screened by intervening vegetation. 
The scale of the change in the view would be typically small and temporary (short 
term). 

Low Minor 

Post-construction.  Some small sections of road and associated traffic could be 
visible in some localised areas but would generally be screened by intervening 
vegetation. The scale of the change in the view would be typically small and 
temporary (medium term). 

Low Minor 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced further over time by structural landscaping. The scale of the change in 
the view would be small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be visible as a relatively prominent feature in 
some views for southbound traffic from the section between Leamside and Durham. 
The scale of change in the view would be typically medium and permanent 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons of the bridge would be visible as notable features in some views for 
southbound traffic from the section between Leamside and Durham. The scale of 
change in the view would be typically medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The upper parts of a thrust arch superstructure would be visible in some views but 
as a small feature. The scale of change in the view would be typically medium and 
permanent 

Low Minor 

A690 

 

Medium Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
on the skyline to the north-west in views for northbound traffic and at close quarters 
at the proposed junction. The scale of change in the view would be low, locally high, 
and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 



 

Post-construction.  Moving traffic could be visible on the skyline to the north-west in 
views in views for northbound traffic although much of this would be in cutting 
behind the ridge. The new road would be visible at close quarters from the junction. 
The scale of the change in the view would be medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation: Structure planting within and adjacent 
to the highway would screen moving traffic other than in views from the junction. 
The scale of the change in the view would be medium and permanent.  

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall single pylon would be a prominent or dominant feature in views from the 
road. The scale of the change in the view would be high and permanent.  

High Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylon structure would be a prominent feature in views from the road. The 
scale of the change in the view would be high and permanent. 

High Moderate - 
major 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The structure would be visible and locally prominent in views from the road. The 
scale of the change in the view would be small and would be permanent. 

Low Moderate 

A691 Southfield Way / 
Framwellgate Peth 

 

Medium Construction period. None predicted None None 

Post-construction.  None predicted None None 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

None predicted None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

A181 Sherburn Road Medium Construction period. None predicted None None 



 

Post-construction.  None predicted None None 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

None predicted None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

A167 Medium Construction period. None predicted None  

Post-construction.  None predicted None  

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge could be visible over intervening buildings and 
vegetation in some views but would generally be screened from view.  The scale of 
change in the view would be typically small. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

None predicted None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

B6532 Medium Construction period.  None predicted None  

Post-construction.  None predicted None  

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be visible over the built form of the city in 
eastbound views falling from Findon Hill.  The scale of change in the view would be 
medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 



 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons of the bridge would be visible over the built edge of the city in 
eastbound views falling from Findon Hill.  The scale of change in the view would be 
low and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings. 

Low Minor 

C13 Pittington Lane Medium Construction period. None predicted None None 

Post-construction.  None predicted None None 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would generally screened by roadside buildings and 
vegetation.  The scale of change in the view would be small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The twin pylons of the bridge would generally screened by roadside buildings and 
vegetation.  The scale of change in the view would be small and permanent. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

C12 Pit Lane Medium Construction period. None predicted None  

Post-construction.  None predicted None  

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be locally visible above and between 
buildings but would be substantially screened by intervening buildings and 
vegetation in most views. 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 



 

The upper parts of the structure could be locally visible above and between 
buildings but would be substantially screened by intervening buildings and 
vegetation in most views. 

Low Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

C12a Cocken Road Medium Construction period.  Construction operations and ancillary activities would be 
visible at close quarters from the junction of the new road with Cocken Road. The 
scale of the change in the view would be high and temporary. 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. The operational highway would be visible at close quarters. The 
scale of the change in the view would be high, localised and permanent. 

High Moderate-
major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Structural landscaping within and 
outside of the road corridor could screen and assimilate the road to a substantial 
degree if well designed. The scale of the change in the view would be low or 
medium, localised and permanent. 

Low or 
Medium 

Minor or 
Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. 
The scale of the change in the view would be small and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the structure could be visible on the southern skyline in some 
views but as a relatively small feature screened or heavily filtered by vegetation. 
The scale of the change in the view would be small and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

C100 Front Street Pity Me Medium Construction period.  None predicted None  

Post-construction.  None predicted None  

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 



 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation 

Low Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

None predicted None None 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 

Rotary Way Medium Construction period.  Construction operations and ancillary activities would be 
visible at close quarters from the junction of the new road with Rotary Way. The 
scale of the change in the view would be high and temporary. 

Low Minor 

Post-construction. The operational highway would be visible at close quarters. The 
scale of the change in the view would be high, localised and permanent. 

High Moderate-
major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation:  Structural landscaping within and 
outside of the road corridor could screen and assimilate the road to a substantial 
degree if well designed. The scale of the change in the view would be low or 
medium, localised and permanent. 

Low or 
Medium 

Minor or 
Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation 

Low or None  None or Minor 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation 

Low or None  None or Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation 

Low or None  None or Minor 

U19.12 Finchale Road Medium Construction period.  Construction operations and ancillary activities would be 
visible at close quarters. The scale of the change in the view would be high and 
temporary. 

Low Minor 



 

Post-construction.  The operational highway west of the ECML would be a notable 
feature in the view, although partly in cutting, and the junction east of the ECML 
would be prominent at close quarters. The scale of the change in the view would be 
high and permanent. 

High Moderate-
major 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced over time by structural landscaping. The scale of the change in the view 
would be medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation. The upper parts of the pylon could be visible above 
Frankland Prison on the southern skyline in views from the road north of the prison. 
The scale of the change in the view would be medium and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation. The upper parts of the pylons could be visible above 
Frankland Prison on the southern skyline in views from the road north of the prison. 
The scale of the change in the view would be small and permanent. 

Low  Minor 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

The ZTV predicts visibility but likely to be substantially screened by intervening 
buildings and vegetation 

None None 

Railway passengers  

East Coast Main Line Medium Construction period. Construction operations and ancillary activities would be visible 
at close quarters over a short section immediately around the crossing.  The scale 
of the change in the view would be high and temporary (short term). 

Low Minor 

Option1: Slide in Box Structure to ECML / Option 2: Jacked Box Structure to ECML 

Post-construction.  Short sections of the new road and roundabout east of the line 
would be visible in near views in the context of new built development. The scale of 
the change in the view would be high localised and permanent 

Medium Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced over time by structural landscaping to the east of the line. The scale of 
the change in the view would be medium localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 



 

Option 3:  Over-bridge to ECML 

Post-construction.  The over-bridge the new road and roundabout east of the line 
would be visible at close quarters. The scale of the change in the view would be 
high, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Residual effects (10 + years) with mitigation. The impacts described above would 
be reduced over time by structural landscaping to the east of the line. The scale of 
the change in the view would remain high, localised and permanent. 

Medium Moderate 

Bridge option 1: cable stay bridge with single pylon 

The tall pylon of the bridge would be visible in very oblique views from the line north 
of Brasside and more direct views from some open sections between Brasside and 
the viaduct to the south in which it would be a relatively prominent feature. The 
scale of change in the view would be typically medium to high and permanent.  

Medium to 
high 

Moderate to 
Moderate - 
major 

Bridge option 2: cable stay bridge with double pylon 

The upper parts of the twin pylons of the bridge would be visible in very oblique 
views from the line north of Brasside and more direct views from some open 
sections between Brasside and the viaduct to the south in which they would be 
relatively small features. The scale of change in the view would be typically low and 
permanent. 

Low Moderate 

Bridge options 3 and 4: thrust arch or multi-span box girder bridge 

None predicted None None 
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